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TWELFTH  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 
FOR  FOREIGN  MISSIONS, 
PRESENTED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING.  HELD  AT  SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 
SEPTEMBER  19,  1S21. 

Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq.  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  introduction  of  this  Report  was  published  in  our  last  num- 
ber. .Having  failed  to  receive  the  Missionary  Herald  for  De- 
cember, we  avail  ourselves  of  the  following  abstract,  as  given  in 
the  Boston  Recorder. 


EOMBAY  MISSION. 
Preaching  the  Gospel. 

The  Missionaries  at  Bombay  do  not 
forget,  that,  however  important  and 
necessary  their  other  objects  of  attention 
may  be,  preaching  the  Gospel  is  their 
highest  employment,  as  it  is  thedivinely 
appointed  method,  by  which  sinners  are 
usually  brought  to  the  knowledge  and 
obedience  of  the  truth.  In  the  most 
discouraging  circumstances,  a  confi- 
dence in  the  superior  efficacy  of  the 
means  which  God  himself  has  establish- 
ed, should  never  be  shaken,  as  it  will 
never  ultimately  be  disappointed.  What- 
ever human  philosophy  may  imagine,  it 
is  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  that 
men  are  induced  to  believe,  whether 
they  live  in  Christian  countries,  or  amid 
the  darkness  of  paganism.  Where  this 
divine  institution  is  honoured  and  main- 
tained with  humble  reliance  on  its 
Author  ;  where  the  great  truths  of 
revelation  are  proclaimed,  in  the  form 
of  a  plain,  solemn,  earnest  testimony  ; 
< hough  the  effect  may  not,  for  a  long 
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time,  be  apparent,  God  will  at  length 
vindicate  his  own  word,  and  prove  the 
wisdom  of  his  own  plan. 

At  Bombay  and  the  vicinity,  no 
material  alteration  has  taken  place,  as  to 
the  times  and  manner  of  communicating 
the  Gospel  by  preaching.  The  mission- 
aries, in  their  several  spheres,  and  at 
many  places  more  or  less  frequented, 
Were  in  the  constant  habit  of  publishing 
salvation  to  the  deluded  thousands  by 
whom  they  were  surrounded.  Not 
seeing  that  fruit  of  their  labours,  which 
they  greatly  desired  to  see,  they  were 
almost  necessarily  under  temptations  to 
despondence  and  discouragement  ;  and 
were  only  sustained,  amid  the  sottish 
ignorance,  and  the  absurd,  wicked,  and 
cruel  superstitions,  which  heathenism 
every  where  displays,jby  the  command 
of  Christ,  and  by  those  promises  which 
ensure  the  final  prevalence  of  divine 
truth  over  error  and  sin  of  every  kind, 
and  in  every  form. 

From  the  last  joint  letter,  dated  hi 
January  1821,  the  Committee  deem  it 
proper  to  quote  all  that  is  said  pn  the 
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subject  of  preaching,  as  the  letter  has 
recently  come  to  hand,  and  this  part  of 
it  has  not  been  published. 

"  In  regard  to  preaching,  we  can  do 
little  more  than  repeat  what  we  have 
often  said  in  former  communications. 
After  the  close  of  the  last  rains,  all  of 
us,  who  were  able,  made  excursions  on 
the  neighbouring  coast,  and  in  the  island 
of  Salsette,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
our  schools,  and  communicating  reli- 
gious instruction  to  the  people,  beyond 
the  limits  of  our  several  stations. 

Condition  of  Lapsed  Catholics. 

"  One  special  object  of  the  tours  we 
made  in  Salsette  and  the  northern  coast 
opposite  to  that  island,  was,  to  search 
out  and  offer  Christian  instruction  to 
the  lapsed  Catholics,  concerning  whom 
a  more  particular  account  will  doubtless 
be  interesting  to  you. 

"  You  already  know,  that  the  Portu- 
guese, a  few  generations  ago,  by  the  use 
of  means  not  to  be  commended,  brought 
a  great  number  of  the  Hindoo  inhabitants 
of  Bombay,  Salsette,  and  the  adjacent 
coast,  into  a  nominal  subjection  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  The  zeal  of 
the  Catholics  in  this  place  for  the  con- 
version of  the  heathen,  appears  long  ago 
to  have  subsided  ;  and  the  priests  seem 
to  be  content  to  retain  the  descendants 
of  those,  whom  their  predecessors 
brought,  in  some  instances  by  violence, 
within  the  pale  of  their  church.  But 
these  people  are  held  in  subjection  to 
the  pmsts,  by  a  very  precarious  tenure. 
During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera 
morbus,  about  two  years  since,  great 
numbers  of  these  native  Catholics  join- 
ed in  the  idolatrous  rites,  that  were 
practised  by  the  Hindoos  to  arrest  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven ;  for  which  cause, 
they  were,  no  doubt  very  properly, 
excommunicated  by  the  priests.  There 
are  probably  two  thousand  people,  in 
this  vicinity,  now  in  this  condition. 
All  hope  of  their  reconciliation  to  the 
church  is  given  up  ;  and  they  seem 
bent  on  turning  back  to  the  idolatry  of 
their  forefathers.  The  change  is  indeed 
easy  and  natural.  It  is  only  to  change 
the  names  and  images  of  Romish  saints 
for  those  of  heathen  deities.  The 
Hindoos  are  well  pleased  with  this 
defection  of  the  Catholics,  though  they 
still  look  upon  them  as  outcasts,  and 
would  not,  on  any  account,  intermarry 
with  them. 

"  In  May  last,  an  attempt  was  made, 
in  several  villages  of  these  people  on 
Salsette,  to  dissuade  them  from  their 
purpose  of  becoming  Hindoos  ;  and  an 
offer  was  made  of  establishing  Christian 
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worship  and  free  schools  among  them, 
in  case  they  would  consent  to  receive 
religious  instruction  from  us.  Though 
several  individuals  seemed  to  be  favour- 
ably inclined,  the  body  of  the  people 
rejected  these  overtures.  For  several 
months  after  this  first  attempt,  the  heavy 
rains  prevented  us  from  visiting  them 
again.  But,  at  our  quarterly  meeting  in 
October,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
send  a  special  deputation  to  them,  in 
the  name  of  our  mission,  and  to  tender 
them  the  offer  of  Christian  instruction. 
The  measure  was  accordingly  executed 
in  the  course  of  that  month  ;  but  the 
result  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  for- 
mer attempt.  We  still  hope,  however, 
that  brother  Nichols,  who  lives  near  a 
large  village  of  these  people,  and  not 
far  from  the  greater  part  of  them,  may 
be  able,  by  constant  attention,  to  gain 
their  confidence,  and  to  prevail  on  them 
to  accept  our  offers.  If  it  should  please 
God  to  give  us  any  of  their  number, 
they  may  fairly  be  considered  as  con- 
verts from  the  heathen  ;  for  they  have 
assumed  the  title  and  badges  of  idola- 
ters, and  seem  to  be  fixed  in  their  pur- 
pose of  adhering  to  the  Hindoo  system. 
Mr.  Nichols  has  established  a  school 
among  some  of  them,  who  live  in  the 
suburbs  of  Tannah  ;  but  this  measure 
has  excited  a  great  deal  of  jealousy,  and 
few  of  their  children  attend,  though 
there  are  great  numbers  of  children  idle 
in  the  streets. 

"  We  consider  the  lapsed  Catholics  in 
this  region,  as  a  very  interesting  people, 
and  suitable  subjects  of  the  sympathy 
and  prayers  of  all,  who  call  on  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ;  and  we 
cannot  but  indulge  the  hope,  that  God 
will  pity  their  deplorable  state,  and 
make  their  very  imperfect  knowledge 
of  the  Saviour,  the  means  of  bringing 
them  out  of  the  thraldom  of  idolatry 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of 
God." 

Man  ner  of  Preaching. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  evangelic;! I 
instructions  communicated  at  Bombay, 
and  an  exhibition  of  suitable  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  great  work  of  Missionaries, 
the  following  passages  are  extracted 
from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Hall  to  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  written  just  before 
Mr.  Bard  well's  embarkation.  In  refer- 
ence to  that  event,  the  writer  says  : 

"  It  Would  be  far  less  trying,  both  to 
you  and  to  us,  if,  along  with  these 
afflictive  tidings,  we  could  send  you 
the  good  news  of  sinners  flocking  to 
Jesus.    But  alas,  out  of  the  tens  of 
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millions  around  us,  and  the  some  thou- 
sands of  t  hose  millions,  whom  we  have 
invited  to  the  great  salvation,  we  know 
not  of  a  single  one  inquiring  what  he 
must  do  to  be  saved.  The.  temptation 
to  discouragement  is  very  great.  May 
avc,  and  all  our  dear  Christian  friends  at 
home,  obtain  faith  and  strength  to 
labour  and  not  faint.  Should  the  pain- 
ful diminution  of  our  number,  added  to 
our  want  of  immediate  success,  discou- 
rage or  damp  the  zeal,  either  of  our- 
selves or  our  patrons,  it  would  doubtless 
be  very  sinful  in  us,  and  provoking  to 
Him,  who  loves  Zion,  and  the  souls  of 
men  infinitely  better  than  we  do,  and 
knows  infinitely  better  than  we  do,  how 
to  advance  their  highest  interest.  The 
dispensations  of  Providence,  most  mys- 
terious to  us,  but  no  way  doubtful  as  to 
their  result,  offer  a  very  salutary  exer- 
cise to  our  faith  and  humility,  and  a 
most  interesting,  solemn,  and  sublime 
theme  to  our  contemplations." 

Meeting  at  a  School-room  for  Hindoo 
Children. 

"  For  the  last  three  evenings  I  have 
held  meetings  at  one  of  our  school- 
rooms, in  a  part  of  the  town  where  no 
such  meetings  have  before  been  held. 
About  150  natives,  mostly  Hindoos, 
but  some  of  them  Mussulmans,  were 
present  at  each  time.  On  such  occa- 
sions, a  number  of  our  school  boys 
sometimes  sing  one  of  our  Mahratta 
hymns  ;  but  a  discourse  of  an  hour  and 
a  half,  or  two  hours,  is  usually  the  only 
exercise.  My  own  method  has  been  of 
late,  to  hold  three  or  four  meetings,  night 
after  night,  successively.  This  seems 
to  keep  up  the  attention  of  the  people 
better,  than  when  the  meetings  are  held 
at  periods,  several  days  distant  from 
each  other.  It  is  also  more  conforma- 
ble to  the  custom  of  Hindoos,  who  meet 
to  hear  their  own  books  read  and  ex- 
pounded. In  the  compass  of  three  or 
four  discourses,  an  hour  and  a  half  or 
two  hours  long,  a  pretty  comprehensive 
view  of  the  Christian  system  may  be 
given.  During  the  Mast  three  or  four 
weeks,  I  have  held  nine  such  meetings, 
in  three  different  parts  of  the  town. 
Some  classes  of  people  are  more  suspi- 
cious and  shy  of  us  than  others  ;  and 
such  is  their  jealousy  in  some  places, 
that  we  have  not  yet  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  hold  such  meetings  in  the 
school-rooms  there.  But  I  hope  our 
meetings  of  this  nature  will  be  multi- 
plied, as  I  consider  them  the  most 
favourable  opportunities,  that  we  now 
have,  for  imparting  Christian  instruction 
to  the  native*. 


Meeting  at  a  School-room  for  Jewish 
Children. 

"  I  have  just  returned  from  a  meeting 
at  our  Jewish  school-room,"  says  Mr. 
Hall  in  a  postscript,  "  where  I  delivered 
an  address  of  an  hour  and  a  half  to 
about  an  hundred  persons,  mostly  Jews, 
among  whom  were  a  number  of  fe- 
males. My  subject  was  the  portion  of 
sacred  history  from  the  flood  to  the 
egress  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt, 
prefaced  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
creation,  fall,  and  flood.  From  the 
blood  of  Iambs,  sprinkled  over  the  doors 
of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  typifying  the 
blood  of  Jesus  sprinkled  on  the  heart  of 
penitent  believers,  I  took  occasion  to 
preach  Christ  crucified  for  sinners.  My 
audience  was  very  attentive  ;  and  I 
told  them,  that  I  hoped  soon  to  deliver 
them  two  more  lectures,  at  which  they 
seemed  much  gratified.  I  have  made 
some  efforts  to  obtain  other  places,  in 
addition  to  our  school-rooms,  for  the 
accommodation  of  such  meetings  ;  but 
as  yet  I  have  been  unsuccessful." 

Mr.  Hall  has  recently  discovered  a 
number  of  lapsed  Catholics,  and  had 
laboured  with  most  of  those,  who  were 
then  in  Bombay,  endeavouring  to  turn 
them  from  Hindooism  to  the  faith  of 
Christ.  They  readily  acknowledge  the 
truth  of  Christianity,  and  do  not  at- 
tempt to  defend  the  Hindoo  system. 
They  seem  to  be  ashamed  of  what  they 
have  done.  On  a  particular  occa^i'm, 
Mr.  Hall  enjoyed  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  exhorting  them,  and  appears  to 
have  made  a  considerable  impression. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  Mr. 
Hall  and  Mr.  Graves  made  an  itinera- 
ting tour  in  company.  "  Of  this  tour  Mr. 
Hall  gives  the  following  brief  account  , 
in  a  letter  to  the  Treasurer,  under  date 
of  Oct.  17th. 

"  This  evening  Mr.  Graves  and  my 
self  returned  from  a  tour  of  nine  days. 
We  went  in  a  boat  ;  sailed  round  the 
island  of  Salsette  ;  stopped  at  the 
principal  towns,  and  many  of  the  small 
ones  ;  and  also  at  Basseen,  on  the 
opposite  continent,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  we  visited  a  number  of  places. 
Nearly  all  the  day-time  was  spent  in 
preaching  ;  and  we  had  the  happiness 
of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  to  a  great 
number  ; — to  Hindoos,  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  Mussulmans.  May  God  own 
and  bless  these  our  feeble  and  un- 
worthy labours." 
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From  the  Journal  kept  by 
Mr.  Graves,  we  select  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

Jan.  14,  1620. — tl  In  company  with 
brother  Nichols,  visited  Darnda,  where 
the  attention  was  such  as  made  the  day 
very  interesting  to  us. 

"  15.  Went  to  Chamboor  with  brother 
Nichols  where  the  people  were  unusu- 
ally open  and  attentive.  In  the  even- 
ing 20  or  30  were  present.  They  were 
solicitous  for  our  accommodation  du- 
ring the  night,  and  would  take  no  pay 
for  entertaining  us.  Next  day  we  visited 
several  other  small  villages,  and  then 
separated  for  our  respective  homes. 
In  returning,  I  came  first  to  Murole, 
where  large  numbers  heard  the  word 
attentively,  and  then  to  Koly  Kullyan, 
a  village  of  Catholics,  with  but  two 
Hindoo  houses  in  the  place.  Their 
common  languages  is  Mahratta,  often 
corrupted  with  Hindostanee,  and  a  few 
Portuguese  words.  They  have  a  school 
in  their  church  to  learn  to  read  Portu- 
guese and  Latin  ;  but  very  few  under- 
stand either.  It  is  most  probable,  there- 
fore, that  Mahratta  will  be  the  medium, 
through  which  these  heathenized  Chris- 
tians will  learn  the  Gospel.  Several  of 
them  seemed  pleased  with  the  propo- 
sition of  having  a  Mahratta  school 
among  them." 

"  Feb.  2.  To-day  another  man  told 
me  privately,  in  such  a  manner  that  I 
had  reason  to  believe  him,  that  he  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  religion  ;  "  but,"  said  he, 
u  what  will  it  avail  to  avow  it  publicly 
and  bring  on  me  the  contempt  of  all  the 
people  ?"  I  endeavoured  again  to 
show  him  the  nature  of  true  religion, 
and  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  with 
the  effect  this  would  have  on  his  fear  of 
man." 

"  March  22.  Meeting  with  two  learn- 
ed bramhuns,  I  invited  them  to  the 
Redeemer,  and  told  them  that  if  they 
would  candidly  examine  the  Christian 
religion,  they  would  find  it  to  be  true. 
*  O  yes,'  said  they,  1  your  religion  and 
ours  are  both  true,  and  proper  for  you 
and  us  respectively.'  1  But,'  said  I, 
4  they  contradict  each  other  expressly  ; 
therefore,  if  ours  is  true,  yours  is  false, 
and  vice  versa.  In  regard  to  the  worship 
of  images  our  religions  are  contradic- 
tory ;  wise  men  should  therefore  ex- 
amine thoroughly,  and  settle  the  point." 
They  replied,  1  you  are  right  ;  one 
God  only  should  be  worshipped ;  but 
after  having  worshipped  images  a  long 
time,  the  mind  will  comprehend  and 
settle  upon  the  immaterial  Spirit.'  " 
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"  27.  Conversed,  among  others,  with 
a  very  rich  man.  He  heard,  as  he 
usually  does,  with  a  respectful,  and 
almost  silent  attention.  It  affords  much 
pleasure,  that  some  will  hear  ;  though 
they  do  not  obey  the  truth.  In  the  best 
time  and  way,  God  will  certainly  cause 
the  truth  to  triumph,  and  to  accomplish 
the  salvation  of  men." 

"  30.  Several  of  those  who  laboured 
on  our  house,  are  in  the  habit  of  calling 
on  us,  and  hearing  conversation  rela- 
tive to  the  Redeemer.  Two  such  now 
came.  The  appearance  of  one  was 
particularly  encouraging. 

"  Oct.  21.  Visited  Worlee,  and  had 
but  poor  opportunities  of  addressing  the 
people,  it  being  a  very  busy  time  with 
them  as  fishermen.  But  I  returned  by  a 
temple,  which  I  had  not  before  visited, 
and  which  consists  of  four  parts,  dedi- 
cated to  four  idols.  Here  I  had  a  fa- 
vourable season,  and  urged  the  people 
to  forsake  their  idols  and  receive  the 
great  salvation." 

"  Dec.  9.  To-day  it  was  said  to  me, 
'  convert  all  your  own  people,  and  then 
attempt  us.'  I  mentioned  to  them  the 
contrariety  of  the  Christian  religion  to 
the  natural  disposition  of  all  men  ; — 
the  necessity  of  regeneration ; — that  it 
was  not  the  pleasure  of  God  to  convert 
all  of  any  one  nation,  before  any  of 
another  nation  should  be  converted. 
His  mercy  is  toward  all.  nations  ;  and 
he  will  take  an  individual  here  and 
another  there,  till  all  people  finally  sub- 
mit. I  added,  '  you  need  salvation  and 
happiness.  Why  will  you  not  accept 
it,  while  you  have  the  ort'er  r  I  entreat 
you  to  turn  and  be  saved.'  '  I  can't  tell,' 
said  one,  '  but  I  may  hereafter.  If  it  is 
written  in  my  fates,  it  will  be  so.  But 
at  present  I  cannot.'  " 

At  the  close  of  a  letter  to  the  Treasur- 
er, Mr.  Graves  observes  : 

u  I  exceedingly  wish  I  could  tell  you 
good  news;  but  I  must  be  contentto  say. 
or  at  least  1  must  say,  that  we  do  not 
enjoy,  in  our  labours,  the  converting  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit.  But  I  do 
indulge  the  hops,  that,  as  a  body,  we  are 
beginning  to  seek  more  earnestly  this 
divine  gift ;  and  we  are  still  hoping, 
notwithstanding  the  m2anncssof  our  ser- 
vices and  our  own  ill  deserts,  to  see  better 
days.  We  rejoice  in  the  success  of  other 
missions,  although  ours  seems  as  yet  al- 
most fruitless.  I  trust  we  have  been 
witnesses  for  Christ ;  and  that  some  ho- 
nour will  redound  to  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  poor  labours." 

Mr.  Nichols,  in  a  journal  kept  pre- 
viously to  his  late  illness,  makes  brief 
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mention  of  several  excursions  for  preach- 
ing. Under  the  date  of  March  4th,  is  the 
following  entry  : — 

"  Returned  from  Trombee,  a  village 
12  miles  distant.  On  my  way  thither, 
had  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the 
people  of  several  villages.  Tarried  over 
night  in  the  Government  house  there, 
and  was  kindly  entertained  by  the  Mus- 
sulman Kajee.  On  my  way  back,  stop- 
ped at  several  villages,  and  addressed 
the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  Gospel. 
At  one  place,  a  number  of  Catholics 
were  present,  and  seemed  to  join  ardent- 
ly in  what  I  said  respecting  the  impos- 
sibility of  obtaining'salvation  except  by 
Christ.  A  considerable  number  of  peo- 
ple follow  ed  me  out  of  town ;  and,  when 
opposite  to  the  Catholic  church,  I  was 
invited  to  go  in." 

Mr.  Nichols  complied  with  this  invi- 
tation ;  and,  seeing  images  of  saints, 
strongly  reprehended  the  practice  of 
idol-worship,  as  directly  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God.  "  These  poor  heathenized 
Christians,"  he  adds,  "  could  only  say, 
that  they  were  directed  so  to  do,  by  the 
great  Fadre  at  the  other  side  of  the 
world." 

For  the  last  six  months  of  the  year 
1820,  Mr.  Hall  had  delivered  lectures, 
or  sermons,  regularly  at  his  own  house. 
Sometimes  he  had  a  hundred  hearers, 
often er  not  more  th^n  twenty,  and 
sometimes  not  more  than  ten.  He  in- 
dulged hopes  that  the  meeting  might  be 
perpetuated  ;  and,  in  a  private  letter  to 
a  friend,  he  says,  that  of  late  he  had 
taken  more  satisfaction  in  these  and 
similar  meetings,  than  ever  before,  since 
he  had  been  in  the  heathen  world. 

As  to  the  number  of  such  meetings, 
their  frequency,  and  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting them,  each  of  the  brethren  is 
left  to  the  guidance  of  his  own  discre- 
tion, and  his  own  experience. 

Reflections  on  the  effect  of  preaching. 

From  the  preceding  details,  and  those 
which  former  years  have  furnished,  it  is 
evident  that  numbers  of  the  Hindoos 
have  no  confidence  in  their  own  sys- 
tem ;  and  that  they  perceive  and  ac- 
knowledge the  superior  excellence  of 
Christianity.  Their  hearts,  indeed,  are 
opposed  to  the  holiness  of  the  gospel  : 


and  individuals  have  not  resolution 
enough  to  come  out  from  the  multitude 
and  be  singular.  In  the  ordinary  me- 
thods of  the  divine  administration,  the 
process  of  enlightening  and  converting 
an  ignorant  and  bigoted  people  is  slow 
at  its  commencement  But  as  the  lu- 
minous points  in  the  borders  of  the 
kingdom  of  darkness,  are  continually 
increasing  in  number  and  brilliancy,  the 
Egyptian  gloom  of  thirty  centuries  will 
at  length  be  dispelled.  In  the  war 
against  Satan's  empire,  we  only  need 
courage,  perseverance,  and  confidence 
in  the  great  Captain,  whom  we  profess 
to  follow.  Though  the  missionaries,  at 
these  stations,  have  less  encouragement 
from  their  preaching,  than  from  their 
other  exertions,  yet  they  guard  against 
despondency,  even  on  this  subject. 
The  Committee  are  gratified  to  hear 
them  say,  "  that  they  consider  the  field 
assigned  them,  as  important  as  they  ever 
did  ;  and  that  they  rejoice  in  having 
devoted  their  lives  to  the  work  in  that 
region." 

Translations  and  Printing. 

The  Epistles  of  James,  Peter,  John, 
and  Jude,  which  were  mentioned  in  the 
last  Report  as  preparing  for  the  press, 
have  since  been  printed. 

"  The  unprinted  parts  of  the  New 
Testament  have  been  divided,"  says  the 
last  joint  letter,  into  five  portions  ;  and 
one  portion  has  been  assigned  to  each 
of  our  number  to  be  translated  The 
printed  parts  have  also  been  assigned 
to  different  individuals  to  be  revised. 
In  conformity  to  the  rule  which  we 
have  heretofore  observed,  the  portions 
translated  by  each  individual  are  to  pass 
the  examination  of  all,  and  to  be  the 
subject  of  their  remarks;  and  the  final 
copy  for  the  press  is  to  be  fixed  by  a 
committee. 

Some  further  notices  are 
given  of  the  translations.  The 
unprinted  parts  of  the  New- 
Testament,  at  the  last  intelli- 
gence, were  the  Gospels  of 
Mark  and  Luke,  the  Epistles 
of  Paul,  and  the  Revelation. 
These  parts,  and  considerable 
portions  of  the  Old  Testament. 
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had  long  been  translated,  and 
were  kept  in  a  state  of  revision. 

The  distribution  of  books 
will  depend  upon  the  number 
of  schools.  The  Mussulman, 
Kader  Yar  whom  the  Mission- 
aries had  baptized  during  the 
preceding  year,  had  gone  far 
into  the  interior,  with  books  to 
be  distributed. 

Willingness  to  receive  Books. 
As  an  instance  of  the  readiness,  with 
which  books  are  received  by  some 
classes  of  natives,  the  Committee  cite 
the  following  passage  from  the  journal 
of  Mr.  Graves. 

"  Dec.  21,  1820.  This  is  the  greatest 
day  and  night  of  the  Mussulman  festi- 
val, in  honour  of  Moogdum,  a  saint  of 
theirs,  whose  tomb  is  here.  The  house 
erected  over  his  bones  is  illuminated 
with  (I  should  think)  nearly  a  thousand 
lamps.  To-day  and  yesterday,  I  gave 
away  12  Hindoostanee  Gospels  of  Mat- 
thew : — all  I  had.  I  might  perhaps 
have  given  away  hundreds  to  those, 
w^ho  could  read  them  well.  There  were 
comparatively  very  few  Mahratta  peo- 
ple among  the  multitude  ;  but  many 
Parsees.  "One  family  of  them  took  up 
their  lodging  with  us  ;  cooking  their 
food  in  our  yard,  and  sleeping  in  the 
lower,  open  part  of  our  house.  I  spent 
many  hours  in  conversing  with  the 
man,  in  order  to  make  known  the  way 
of  salvation  He  was,  I  think,  the  most 
inquisitive  and  attentive  Parsee,  with 
whom  I  had  ever  spoken." 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  of 
the  late  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, whether  Hebrew  Testa- 
ments could  be  usefully  distri- 
buted among  the  Jews  at  Bom- 
bay, the  Missionaries  say,  that 
some  foreign  Jews,  occasionally 
visiting  Bombay,  understand 
Hebrew ;  but  that  the  Jews  of 
that  city  do  not. 

General  utility  of  the  Press. 
With  respect  to  the  general  concerns 
of  the  printing  establishment,  the  last 
joint  letter  of  the  Missionaries  contains 
the  followine  information 


"  We  are  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
the  profits  of  printing,  which  we  have 
done  for  individuals,  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict Committee  of  the  Christian  Know- 
ledge Society,  have  more  than  defrayed 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  our  press,  for 
six  months  past. 

"  Since  our  last  communication,  we 
have  printed  A  View  of  Christian  Doc- 
trines, expressed  generally  in  the  words 
of  Scripture,  making  a  pamphlet  of  70 
pages,  12mo  ;  and  a  short  tract  of  12 
pages.  We  have  also  printed  for  the 
Christian  Knowledge  Society,  (of  which 
there  is  a  Committee  in  this  place,)  a 
Mahratta  translation  of  Ostervald's 
Abridgement  of  Scripture  History  ;  and 
we  are  now  printing  for  the  same  so- 
ciety a  series  of  Mahratta  tracts,  con- 
sisting of  the  History,  Discourses,  Para- 
bles, and  Miracles  of  our  Lord,  with 
the  sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  His- 
tory of  Joseph.  We  print  an  edition  of 
2000  of  each  of  these  six  tracts  for  this 
Society  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  500  of 
each  for  ourselves.  These  tracts  will 
be  extensively  circulated  on  the  conti- 
nent, by  the  Society's  agents,  and  will 
contribute  much  to  the  advancement  of 
Christian  knowledge  in  this  region. 
We  feel  happy  in  being  able,  by  means 
of  our  press,  to  further  the  efforts  of  the 
religious  and  benevolent  establishments 
here;  and  we  are  much  encouraged  by 
the  increase  of  such  efforts,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  within  a  few  years  past. 

It  must  indeed  be  a  pleasing  reflec- 
tion to  every  enlarged  and  liberal 
mind,  that  modern  exertions  for  the 
advancement  of  Christian  truth,  pat- 
ronized by  Societies  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  so  often  and  so  essentially 
aid  each  other ;  and  it  may  be  safely 
taken  as  an  indication  that  God  is  about 
to  bless  all  mankind  with  his  Gospel 
when  so  happy  a  union  of  efforts  is 
forming  among  his  servants,  and  so 
wonderful  a  combination  of  instruments 
and  agents  is  brought  to  bear  upon  one 
grand  design. 

Mr.  BardwelPs  departure 
seemed  an  irreparable  loss  to 
the  printing  business  at  Bom- 
bay ;  but  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  Mr.  Garrett  has  gone 
thither,  and  entered  upon  the 
labours  of  that  department. 
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Education  of  Native  Children. 

The  general  plan  of  supporting  schools, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries, for  the  gratuitous  instruction 
of  heathen  children  in  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity, continues  in  operation,  as  in 
preceding  years.  The  confidence  of  all, 
who  are  competent  to  judge  on  the 
subject,  is  unabated  in  the  eflficacy  of 
this  plan,  especially  if  pursued  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time.  By  means 
of  these  schools  heathen  prejudices  are 
destroyed,  the  minds  of  the  young  are 
enlightened  and  invigorated,  the  sub- 
lime truths  of  the  Gopel  are  brought 
home  to  the  conscience,  the  curiosity  of 
parents  and  other  relatives  is  excited, 
the  inquiry  for  books  is  increased,  and 
the  way  is  prepared  for  a  better  race  to 
succeed  the  present  generation.  The 
most  favourable  opportunities  of  com- 
municating religious  instruction  are 
connected  with  the  schools.  In  the 
rooms  employed  for  this  purpose,  re- 
ligious meetings  are  held  more  regularly 
than  elsewhere;  and  even  during  school 
hours,  "  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  from 
20  to  50  persons  standing  around  the 
doors  to  hear  the  boys  read,  and  repeat 
their  lessons,  catechisms',  hymns,  &,c. 

The  Missionaries  having  ex- 
perienced some  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining passports  to  visit  the 
schools  on  the  continent  opposite 
to  Bombay,  found  it  necessary 
to  prefer  a  memorial  to  the  new 
governor.  In  consequence  of 
the  explanations  which  they 
gave,  passports  were  readily 
furnished. 

About  the  middle  of  the  last  year,  the 
Jewish  school  at  Bombay  experienced 
quite  an  interruption.  From  some  re- 
ligious scruples,  as  was  supposed,  the 
Jews  established  a  school  of  their  own 
for  their  children,  and  the  school  of  the 
Missionaries,  was,  for  a  time,  almost 
deserted.  But  many  of  the  boys  soon 
after  returned  ;  and  it  was  presumed, 


that,  within  a  short  time,  the  usual 
number  would  attend. 

General  View  of  the  Schools. 
In  the  last  joint  letter  of  the  Missiona- 
ries, an  account  of  this  part  of  their 
labours  is  comprised  in  the  following 
paragraph. 

"  Our  schools  are  in  a  state  of  pro- 
gressive improvement.  We  have  at 
present  five  schools  on  the  continent, 
seven  in  Bombay,  two  at  Tannah,  and 
seven  in  Mahim  and  the  vicinity  ; 
making  in  all  twenty-one.  The  average 
number  of  children  in  a  school  is  about 
50,  making  the  aggregate  number  of 
1,050  heathen  children,  who  daily  re- 
ceive Christian  instruction,  and  are 
taught  to  read  and  write,  by  the  liberality 
of  our  fellow  Christians  at  home.  We 
consider  our  schools  as  a  very  important 
part  of  our  mission  ;  and  are  confident, 
that  they  will  be  the  means  of  effecting 
much  good." 

As  the  Board  and  the  Christian  com- 
munity have  heretofore  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  management  of 
these  schools,  the  Missionaries  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  go  into  details  on 
this  subject.  There  are  some  incidental 
notices,  however,  in  their  communica- 
tions, to  which  it  may  be  well  to  advert. 
The  journal  of  Mr.  Graves  contains  the 
following  account  of  a  visit  to  one  of  the 
schools. 

"Feb.  11,  1821.  Endeavoured  to  im- 
press the  minds  of  the  boys  with  the 
truth, that  God  can  hear  and  perceive 
without  bodily  organs.  I  told  them, 
that  these  organs,  in  the  human  body, 
avail  nothing  when  the  spirit  is  fled;  that 
the  soul  is  our  percipient  and  chief  part ; 
that  we  can  think,  and  love,  and  hate, 
without  the  use  of  our  bodies  ;  that,  as 
they  could  conceive  of  created  spirits 
hearing  and  perceiving  without  bodies 
like  ours,  so  God,  a  Spirit  that  formed 
the  bodily  organs  of  man,  could  certainly 
perceive  all  things  without  them  ;  that 
as  the  body  of  a  man  could  not  be  a 
friend  without  a  soul,  so  beholding  a 
lifeless  image  with  the  eyes,  or  fixing  it 
on  one's  mind,  could  not  constitute 
acceptable  worship.  But  if  we  worship- 
ped the  true  God  with  our  spirits,  it 
would  certainly  be  acceptable  to  Him, 
as  he  always  beheld  us. 

"Then,  as  usual,  I  attended  prayer. 
The  boys  stand  silent ;  and  the  teachers, 
oftheirown  accord,  always  require  them 
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to  raise  and  unite  their  flat  hands,  as  is 
their  custom  when  paying  reverence, 
or  making  earnest  requests.  It  is  very 
seldom  that  any  disturbance  occurs 
during  prayer.  There  is  reason  to  think 
that  this  exercise  tends  to  fix  their  atten- 
tion on  divine  things.  I  have  heard 
objections,  from  some  or  other  of  the 
parents,  to  almost  every  thing  else, 
which  we  do  in  regard  to  the  schools, 
but  I  have  heard  of  none,  on  account  of 
attending  prayer  in  them." 

The  difficulties,  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  children,  to  be 
educated  in  the  mission  families, 
having  been  stated,  the  subject 
is  thus  explained. 

Children  intended  to  be  supported  in 
mission  families. 
It  being  so  difficult  to  obtain  native 
children  to  be  educated  by  the  Misiona- 
ries,  several  societies  and  individuals, 
who  had  provided  for  the  support  of 
such  children,  have,  in  consequence  of 
the  various  publications  of  the  Board  on 
this  subject,  directed  that  these  appro- 
priations should  be  otherwise  applied. 
In  some  cases  the  donors  have  directed, 
that  the  payments  already  made  should 
be  considered  as  expended  in  the  . support 
of  native  free  schools  ;  in  others,  that 
the  provision  should  be  transferred  to 
Ceylon  ;  and  in  others  still,  that  the 
sums  already  paid,  and  to  be  paid  here 
after,  should  be  placed  among  the 
general  funds  of  the  Board.  It  has 
been  a  cause  of  much  regret,  that  the 
hopes  and  desires  of  patrons  should  have 
been  in  any  measure  diappointed  The 
best  that  can  be  done,  in  any  case  of  una- 
voidable disappointment,  is,  to  reach  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  object  first  aimed 
at,  but  necessarily  relinquished.  And 
since  a  Christian  domestic  education 
cannot  at  present  be  imparted  to  indigent 
Hindoo  children  in  the  manner  first  con 
templated,  the  Committee  are  gratified 
in  reflecting  that  much  has  been  done, 
on  a  more  general  scale,  to  enlighten  the 
minds  of  the  rising  generation,  and  thus 
to  prepare  them  for  the  reception  of 
the  Gospel- 
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On  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr.  Fisk 
communicating  the  intelligence,  that 
benevolent  individuals  in  Charleston,  Sa- 
vannah and  Augusta,  had  conceived  the 
design  of  supporting  three  free  schools, 
in  or  near  Bombay,  to  be  named  after 
those  places  respectively,  the  Missiona- 
ries were  highly  gratified.  They  im- 
mediately selected  the  first  school, 
which  had  been  established  by  them  in 
Bombay,  and  a  fine  school  it  is,  they 
say,  and  denominated  it  the  Charleston 
school.  One  of  their  schools  at  Tannah 
is  denominated  the  Savannah  school : 
and  one  at  Mahim,  the  Augusta  school. 

After  various  notices  with 
respect  to  the  general  concerns 
of  the  mission,  the  following 
paragraphs,  containing  the  last 
intelligence,  close  the  account 
of  this  station. 

Call  for  more  Missionaries. 
Mr.  Hall  expresses  a  hope,  that  two 
more  labourers  may  be  sentto  strengthen 
that  mission.  "  In  this,"  he  says,  "  I 
may  be  selfish.  They  are  certainly 
wanted,  and  greatly  wanted  here.  But 
they  may,  I  am  aware,  be  still  more 
needed  elsewhere.  I  feel  greatly  tried 
with  the  prospects  of  our  mission.  God 
forbid  that  any  of  us  should  labour  a 
little,  and  then  faint,  and  do  no  more. 
We  all  need,  and  it  is  comforting  to 
know  that  we  have,  the  prayers  of  the 
Board,  and  of  thousands  ;  but  above  all 
that  we  have,  if  true  to  Him,  the  inter- 
cessions of  One,  who  ever  lives  to  make 
intercession  for  the  saints  according  to  the 
will  of  God."* 

*  After  this  part  of  the  Report  was  completed,  a 
letter  tame  to  hand  from  Mr.  Hall,  written  a  few 
days  subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  last  joint  let- 
ter, though  before  the  embarkation  of  Mr.  Bard- 
well.  The  following  paragraph  contains  some 
impoitant  facts  not  mentioned  elsewhere. 

Our  public  letter  would  have  been  more  full, 
had  it  been  prepared  more  leisurely,  and  in  our 
usual  way.  Its  deficiencies  may  be  suppl'ed  by 
private  communications  with  Mr.  liardwell. 
Much  more  might  be  said  of  our  schools  and 
preaching.  I  have  not  time  to  enlarge.  Five  ot 
our  schoolmasters  are  Jews,  and  we  are  likely  to 
have  a  sixth.  During  the  present  month,  one 
new  school  has  btren  opened  at  Panwell ;  and  one 
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Education  of  Heathen  Children. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  any  com- 
munications which  have  come  to  hand, 
precisely  what  alterations  have  been 
made,  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
schools  and  pupils,  in  consequence  of 
the  large  reinforcement,  by  which  the 
Mission  had  been  strengthened.  Doubt- 
less a  very  considerable  impulse  has 
been  added  to  the  business  of  instruc- 
tion. 

Taking  into  view  how  much  the 
Missionaries  had  suffered  by  ill  health, 
it  is  quite  remarkable  that  their  schools 
should  have  been  so  little  interrupted. 
The  process  of  making  these  multitudes 
of  heathen  children  acquainted  with  the 
rudiments  of  human  learning,  and  the 
simple  but  most  sublime  truths  of  our 
holy  religion,  has  regularly  advanced. 
Useful  knowledge  has  been  communi- 
cated ;  the  conscience  has  been  form- 
ed, by  the  aid  of  a  perfect  standard  ;  the 
dormant  powers  of  the  soul  have  been 
called  into  exercise ;  and  the  seed  of 
the  word  has  been  sown,  some  of  which, 
it  is  no  presumption  to  say,  has  sprout- 
ed, and  is  now  in  blossom.  May  the 
great  Lord  of  the  harvest  cause  it  to 
produce  a  glorious  increase. 

The  common  schools  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  native  children  are  conducted 
upon  such  a  plan,  as  cannot  fail  to  ap- 
prove itself  to  the  understandings  of 
parents,  while  the  pupils  are  gradually 
made  acquainted  with  knowledge  of 
the  most  important  kind.  A  full  des- 
cription of  these  schools,  and  of  the 
other  missionary  operations,  as  in  ex- 
istence at  Tillippally,  is  contained  in 
an  account  of  that  station  lately  re- 
ceived, which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr. 


lias  been  opened  on  Salsette,  which  is  not  in  the 
last  account.  Two  more,  as  we  expect,  are  soon 
to  be  opened  in  two  large  towns  on  the  coast ; 
and  then  we  shall  have  a  chain  of  schools,  wbich 
will  open  to  us  a  missionary  range  on  the  con- 
tinent, of  more  than  fifty  miles  in  length.  My 
present  intention  and  hope  are  to  make"  this  tour 
in  the  course  of  next  month.  Mr.  Graves  has  also 
t  be  same  tour  in  contemplation.  Such  tours  afford 
very  extensive  opportunities  for  preaching  the 
Oospel ;  a  circumstance  which  givtts  additional 
i  mportance  to  our  schools. 
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Poor  with  great  care  and  judgment. 
This  document  relates  to  the  state  of 
things,  as  they  were  about  the  close  of 
last  year.  The  Committee  deem  it 
highly  valuable,  as  it  illustrates  the  real 
tendency  of  Christian  exertions  among 
a  heathen  people. 

From  the  journal  of  Mr.  Meigs  at 
Batticotta,  and  from  letters  written  bv 
the  other  Missionaries,  it  appears,  that 
the  same  system  is  pursued  at  all  the 
stations ;  at  least  with  respect  to  its 
material  parts. 

When  Dr.  Scudder  arrived.  Mr.  Poor 
had  nine  common  schools  under  his  su- 
perintendence. Of  these,  two  have 
been  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  sta- 
tion at  Oodooville,  one  to  the  superin- 
tendence of  Dr.  Scudder,  and  one  has 
been  suspended,  on  account  of  the 
sickness  of  the  schoolmaster.  Four 
newT  schools  have  since  been  establish- 
ed in  villages  near  Tillipally  ;  leaving 
nine  under  Mr.  Poor's  care  still.  In 
these  nine  schools  the  names  of  426 
boys  are  enrolled  as  pupils,  of  whom 
two-thirds  or  three-fourths,  are  actually 
in  school  from  day  to  day. 

Manner  of  collecting  the  Schools. 

These  schools  are  first  collected  by 
persons  w  ho  w  ish  to  be  employed  as 
teachers.  At  the  commencement  of 
these  operations,  the  teachers  are  hea- 
thens from  a  double  necessity :  no 
native  Christians  can  be  found  ;  and.  if 
they  could  be  found,  they  would  not  be 
able  to  collect  pupils  from  heathen 
families  But  the  course  of  instruction; 
in  the  schools,  tends  to  break  down  the 
heathen  prejudices  of  teachers  and 
learners.  Even  the  smallest  boys  spend 
a  part  of  the  time  in  committing  easy 
catechisms  to  memory.  They  cannot, 
attend  school  a  single  month,  w  ithout 
having  some  of  the  first  principles  of  re- 
ligion and  morality  imprinted  on  their 
minds.  As  they  advance  in  learning, 
and  are  able  to  write  on  the  ola,  they 
are  employed  in  copying,  and  com- 
mitting to  memory,  Watts's  catechisms, 
the  sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  a  selec- 
tion of  passages  from  '.he  Scripturei*. 
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Ostervald'a  Abridgement  of  the  Bible 
is  introduced  into  three  of  the  schools, 
and  will  be  introduced  into  all  of  them. 
In  all  of  them,  a  short  system  of  morality, 
composed  by  a  native  Christian  on  the 
coast,  is  now  used.  As  there  are  no 
printed  books  among  the  people,  except 
those  introduced  by  the  Missionaries ; 
and  as  the  children  are  never  taught  the 
use  of  the  printed  character  unless  in  the 
mission  schools ;  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  have  a  variety  of  printed  books, 
in  the  Tamul  character,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Missionaries  at  each  station.  The 
schools,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Poor, 
have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  Scripture 
Tracts,  printed  by  the  Columbo  Bible 
Society  ;  other  Tracts  printed  at  Tran- 
quebar;  several  sets  of  Tracts  kindly 
presented  to  the  Mission  by  the  Wesleyan 
Missionaries  ;  and  a  little  volume,  writ- 
ten by  the  venerable  Swartz. 

Probable  effect  of  this  course  of  instruc- 
tion. 

In  estimating  the  effect  of  the  course 
of  instruction,  which  has  been  pursued, 
it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  know- 
ledge obtained  by  heathen  children,  in 
their  own  schools,  is  of  no  real  value. 
What  few  schools  exist  among  the  hea- 
then population,  and  without  the  in- 
fluence of  Christian  missions,  are  of  the 
most  miserable  kind.  The  teachers  are 
poorly  remunerated  ;  the  parents  have 
no  public  spirit  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion  ;  and  the  children,  after  being 
merely  taught  to  write  the  Tamul  charac- 
ter on  the  ola,  remain  ignorant  of  all 
that  it  concerns  them  to  know,  in  regard 
to  their  conduct  in  this  life,  and  prepara- 
tion for  the  life  to  come.  The  mission 
schools  are  all  commenced  at  the  solici- 
tation of  the  people,  which  is  brought 
about  principally  by  the  agency  of  those, 
who  expect  to  sustain  the  office  of 
teachers.  From  whatever  motives  the 
pupils  are  collected,  the  effect  of  the 
schools  is  most  salutary.  No  objection 
is  now  made  to  the  course  of  instruction 
pursued  by  the  missionaries  ;  even  the 
suns  of  bramhuns  attending  school,  and 


learning  the  catechisms  without  scru- 
ple. Though  pupils  are  not  forbidden 
to  read  their  heathen  fables,  yet,  as  the 
Missionaries  examine  the  boys,  in  those 
studies  only,  which  they  have  recom- 
mended, the  result  is,  that  the  most  im- 
portant things  are  most  studied  and 
regarded. 

A  constant  superintendence  of  all  the 
schools,  and  a  frequent  inspection  of 
them,  are  indispensable  to  their  success 
Mr.  Poor  is  much  assisted,  in  this  im- 
portant branch  of  missionary  opera- 
tions, by  his  interpreter  Nicholas,  who 
was  mentioned  in  the  last  Report,  as 
having  been  admitted  to  the  church. 
Several  of  the  elder  and  more  intelligent 
boys,  also,  are  now  able  to  render  very 
essential  services  in  this  business,  and 
are  thus  trained  up  for  great  usefulness 
hereafter.  On  Wednesday  evening  of 
each  week  the  schoolmasters  of  the 
station,  and  the  boys  of  the  famiiy 
school,  or  boarding  school,  are  all  as- 
sembled at  the  mission  house.  The  ob 
jects  of  this  meeting  are,  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  schools,*  to  teach  the 
masters  their  duty,  to  communicate  rc 
ligious  instruction  to  them,  and  to  pray 
with  them.  At  these  meetings,  the 
masters  have  recited  a  book,  containing 
a  compend  of  the  Christian  religion, 
and  have  attended  to  some  historical 
parts  of  Scripture.  On  the  last  Wednes- 
day evening  of  the  month,  they  bring  a 
monthly  report,  containing  the  daily 
attendance  of  the  boys,  and  a  particular 
account  of  their  progress  in  learning. 

As  the  wages  of  the  masters  are  in  pro- 
portion to  the  daily  attendance  of  the 
boys,  there  is  a  strong  inducement  perpe- 
tually operating  to  keep  the  schools  as 
full  as  possible.  To  extraordinary  dili- 
gence, either  in  master  or  scholar,  small 
rewards  are  occasionally  given,  and  with 
great  effect. 

The  support  and  education  of  children 
in  the  families  of  the  Missionaries,  is  be- 
coming a  very  important  and  promising 
part  of  their  beneficent  exertions.  The 
Board  and  the  Christian  public  have 
long  been  aware,  that  children  can  b«t 


supported  in  Ceylon,  at  a  small  expense, 
in  the  Mission  families,  where  they  can 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  Christian  instruc- 
tion and  domestic  superintendence.  A 
sufficient  number  of  children  can  be 
obtained  for  this  purpose,  and  a  selec- 
tion can  be  made  of  those,  who  give 
evidence  of  competent  talents,  and  a 
docile  temper. 

When  Dr.  Scuddcr  arrived  at  Till ipal- 
iy,  there  were  twenty-seven  boys  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Poor,  forming  what  is  call- 
ed, for  the  sake  of  distinction,  the  board- 
ing school  of  that  station.  Of  these  boys, 
nine  removed  with  Dr.  Scudder  to 
Panditeripo,  three  were  dismissed,  and 
one  died.  When  Mr.  Poor's  last  com- 
munication was  written,  the  school  had 
again  risen  to  twenty-five,  of  whom  two 
were  on  trial,  and  the  rest  were  receiv- 
ed and  named,  according  to  directions 
from  benefactors  in  America,  by  whom 
they  were  supported.  Seventeen  of 
these  boys  spend  half  their  time  in 
English  studies  ;  and  the  first  class  has 
construed  several  small  English  books 
into  Tamul.  The  boys  of  this  class  are 
able  to  interpret  English  in  Tamul  on 
common  subjects,  but  more  especially 
on  subjects  of  a  religious  nature. 

All  the  boys  in  the  boarding  schools 
have  peculiar  opportunities  for  gaining 
religious  knowledge.  Much  pains  is 
taken  with  them  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and 
the  evening  of  that  holy  day  is  spent  in 
giving  religious  instruction  to  them,  and 
to  the  other  members  of  the  Missionary 
households.  On  Tuesday  evenings  a 
conference  is  held  with  them ;  on 
Wednesday  evenings  they  attend,  as  has 
been  stated,  a  meeting  of  the  school 
masters ;  and  on  Friday  evenings  they 
recite  a  weekly  lesson,  and  undergo  an 
examination  as  to  their  conduct,  their 
progress  in  study,  &c.  Mr.  Poor  has  the 
satisfaction  to  state,  that  the  boys  "  who 
have  been  longest  in  the  school,  and 
have  most  influence  over  the  other 
boys,  are  most  exemplary  in  their  con- 
duct, and  render  much  assistance  in 
forming  the  habit?  of  the  smaller  child- 
ren 
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The  selection  of  girls  to  be  educated 
in  the  Mission  families  is  a  more  difficuli 
undertaking.  The  prejudices  of  the 
natives  are  very  obstinate  on  the 
subject.  From  time  immemorial,  fe- 
males here,  as  in  all  other  heathen 
countries,  have  been  kept  in  a  state  of 
hopeless  depression.  Their  minds  have 
been  left  uncultivated,  and  they  have 
aspired  to  nothing  above  the  condition 
of  servitude  and  degradation,  in  whioh 
they  were  born.  To  Christianity  alone 
must  they  look  for  any  melioration  of 
their  state  and  character.  Mr.  Poor 
had  found  it  difficult  to  obtain  female 
children  to  be  educated  in  the  family ; 
and  quite  embarrassing  to  take  suitable 
care  of  them,  after  they  were  obtained. 
Still  the  value  of  the  object  was  so  great 
as  to  encourage  him  to  persevere.  At 
the  last  dates,  there  were  eight  under 
his  domestic  care.  They  had  made 
considerable  proficiency :  and  were 
employed  part  of  the  time  in  various 
branches  of  industry,  and  part  of  the 
time  in  study.  The  prejudices  of  the 
people  were  yielding  on  other  subjects ; 
and  it  may  be  confidently  expected, 
that  when  they  see  the  effects  of  female 
education  they  will  no  longer  remain, 
opposed  to  it. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  board- 
ing schools  at  Batticotta,  Oodooville, 
and  Panditeripo,  the  committee  are  not 
able  to  state.  At  the  former  place 
there  were  more  than  twenty  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year,  and  the  number 
has  since  been  increased.  It  is  probable 
that  not  far  from  a  hundred  youths  of 
both  sexes  were  in  the  mission  families 
of  the  four  stations,  at  the  close  of 
1820  ;  and  that  the  common  schools, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries,  contained  more  than  a  thou- 
sand pupils. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  probable 
effects  of  this  course  of  labour  with  the 
rising  generation,  the  Board  will  bear 
in  mind  the  following  considerations  ; 
viz.  that  neacly  all  the  children,  at 
Tillipally  and  its  neighbourhood,  who 
are  taught  to  read,  belong  to  the  schools 
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of  the  Mission ;  that  of  course  the 
Missionaries  constantly  appear  in  the 
character  of  benefactors,  to  all  the  child- 
ren, who  will  be  likely  to  exert  an 
influence  when  grown  to  manhood  ; 
that  the  organization  and  superintend- 
ence of  schools  are  the  most  successful 
means  of  procuring  a  regular  audience, 
on  the  Sabbath,  to  attend  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  ;  that  the  adult 
population  can  be  approached  in  no 
other  way  so  beneficially,  as  through 
the  medium  of  their  children  ;  and 
that  a  patient,  laborious,  constant  atten- 
tion to  the  education  of  children,  with- 
out expecting  or  desiring  any  reward 
but  their  good  conduct,  affords  evidence 
of  disinterestedness,  and  an  earnest 
desire  to  do  good,  which  neither  the 
pupils,  nor  their  parents,  nor  any  other 
class  of  persons,  can  refuse  to  acknow- 
ledge. 

Preaching  the  Gospel. 

Public  worship  is  regularly  attended 
on  the  Sabbath,  at  all   the  stations. 
The  mission  families,  domestics,  school- 
boys, and  other  natives  attend.  The 
whole  number  at  Tillipally  varies  from 
-00  to  400,  the  usual  number  being 
about  300  ;  the  greater  part  of  whom 
are  children.    Prayers  are  offered  in 
the  church,  accompanied  by  the  read- 
ing of  the   Scriptures,  morning  and 
evening  through  the  week.    The  boys 
at  the  station,  and  some  other  natives, 
are  present  at  these  seasons.  During 
several  months  that  Dr.  Scudder  and 
Mr.  Spaulding   resided  at  Tillipally, 
they  frequently  made  known  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  wherever  access  could  be 
gained  to  the  people,  in  the  house,  by 
the  way,  or  in  the  field.    And  since  they 
have  removed  to  other  stations,  Mr. 
Woodward  follows  the  same  course.  At 
first  they  were  obliged  to  preach  by  an 
interpreter  ;  but  their  assiduous  atten- 
tion to  the  language  so  far  conquered 
it,  that  two  of  the  newly  arrived  Mis- 
sionaries, Messrs.  Winslow  and  Wood- 
ward,   preached  in    Tamul  early  in 
November,  onlv  eight   months  after 


they  became  settled  on  a  mission 
ground. 

Preaching  has  also  been  regularly 
attended  at  a  rest  house,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tillipally,  on  Sabbath 
afternoons,  for  more  than  three  years. 
Several  of  the  head  men  are  usually 
present,  and  many  others  who  are 
unwilling  to  meet  at  the  church.  A 
striking  effect  of  the  preaching  at  this 
place  has  been,  that  a  schoolmaster, 
strongly  addicted  to  heathenism,  has 
been  induced  to  bring  his  boys  with 
him  to  this  place  of  worship  ;  and 
after  a  long  conflict  with  his  old  preju- 
dices and  feelings,  has  at  last  placed  his 
school  under  the  care  of  the  Mission- 
aries. Evangelical  labours  have  been 
continued  at  all  the  stations,  in  the 
neighbouring  villages,  and  among  the 
people  generally,  as  the  health  of  the 
Missionaries,  and  other  circumstances 
would  permit. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  regret  with 
the  Committee,  that  the  state  of  the- 
Treasury  would  not  allow  of  so  large 
remittances,  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion in  Ceylon,  as  the  wants  of  the 
children,  and  the  openings  of  Provi- 
dence seemed  to  require  ;  nor  even  as 
seemed  to  have  been  already  pledged 
by  the  previous  remittances,  taken  in 
connexion  with  donations  given  for 
this  express  object.  The  missionaries 
themselves  have  been  under  apprehen- 
sions, in  respect  to  a  regular  provision 
for  their  own  continually  recurring 
necessities  ;  and  have  been  obliged  to 
avail  themselves  of  credit,  in  order  to 
proceed  at  all  in  their  various  opera- 
tions. This  necessity  has  arisen  in  part 
from  the  want  of  frequent  opportunities 
to  remit  money  to  the  east  ;  but 
principally  from  the  straitened  circum- 
stances of  the  Treasury,  and  the  press- 
ing demands  from  other  quarters. 
Quite  recently  a  considerable  bill  has 
been  paid,  drawn  by  the  Missionaries; 
and  negociated  through  the  kind  agency 
of  a  Wesleyan  Missionary,  and  his 
Society  in  London.  At  the  present 
rates  of  exchange,  this  mode  of  supply- 
ing the    Mission  is  disadvantageous  : 
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and  would  be  avoided,  were  funds  at 
hand  to  keep  remittances  somewhat  in 
advance  of  estimated  expenditures. 

It  is  a  very  gratifying  fact,  that  Mis- 
sionaries of  different  societies  co-ope- 
rate harmoniously  in  Ceylon,  where 
they  often  meet  for  united  prayer  and 
mutual  councils.  In  many  instances 
the  Missionaries  of  this  Board  have  ex- 
perienced kindness  from  their  brethren 
engaged  in  the  same  work,  sent  forth 
by  the  principal  Missionary  Societies  in 
Great  Britain  But  on  no  occasion  has 
greater  promptness  been  shown,  than  by 
the  Corresponding  Committee  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  at  Calcutta, 
w  ho,  when  it  was  known  that  a  printer 
had  arrived  in  Ceylon,  and  the  press 
sent  from  America  could  not  be  readily 
found,  immediately  resolved  to  present 
a  press  to  the  American  Missionaries ; 
a  resolution  which  was  not  carried  into 
effect,  only  because  Mr.  Garrett  was 
obliged  to  leave  his  contemplated 
station, 

II  ought  also  to  be  mentioned,  as  a 


pleasing  and  favourable  circumstance- 
that  the  house  of  Arbuthnot,  De 
Monte  L  Co,  at  Madras,  through  whose 
agency  several  remittances  have  been 
made  to  our  eastern  missions,  gene- 
rously declined  receiving  the  usual 
allowance  for  transacting  business  of 
this  nature;  and,  in  a  polite  note  to 
the  Treasurer  and  to  the  Missiona- 
ries at  Bombay,  offered  their  gratui- 
tous services  on  similar  occasions  in 
future."  Edward  A.  Newton,  Esq.  of 
Boston,  expecting  to  reside  several 
years  at  Calcutta,  has  made  the  same 
generous  offer  ;  and  has  expressed  the 
utmost  readiness  to  promote  the  inte- 
rests of  this  Board,  and  of  the  cause  ot 
Missions  generally,  by  every  means  in 
his  power.  When  gentlemen  of  great 
respectability  in  the  commercial  world 
lend  the  influence  of  their  names,  their, 
example,  and  their  valuable  services, 
to  the  work  of  spreading  the  Gospel,  it 
may  be  taken  as  one  indication,  ranong 
many  others,  that  commerce  will  emi- 
nently assist  the  progress  of  divine  truth 
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PRESENTED  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  HELD  IN  THE  BRICK  CHURCH. 
ON  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  3,  1821. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  Elihu  W.  Baldwin: 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Webster. 

After  a  few  general  remarks  on  the  importance  and  reward 
of  Missionary  efforts,  the  Report  before  us  proceeds  as  follows  :— : 


The  attention  of  the  Board,  during 
the  year,  has  been  directed,  in  several 
instances,  to  the  same  field  which  have 
heretofore  employed  their  efforts.  It 
has  been  regarded  by  them  as  a  most 
important  object,  to  water  the  seed 
already  sown,  and  protect  the  plants 
that  are  springing  up.  It  will,  however, 
be  perceived,  that  they  have  by  no 
means  restricted  their  attention  to  these, 
but  have  entered  upon  other  fields,  not 
less  deserving  of  the  benevolent  interest 
apd  charitable  exertions  of  the  com- 
mnnftv. 


Mission  to  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  self-denying  and  useful  labours 
of  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Robinson,  who 
had  been  for  two  years  your  Missionary 
in  the  state  of  Missouri,  recommending 
him  to  the  continued  patronage  of  the 
Board,  his  commission  was  renewed 
for  the  year.  His  labours  have,  as  for- 
merly, been  principally  confined  to  St. 
Charles,  and  several  towns  and  settle- 
ments in  its  vicinity.  His  communica- 
tions represent  the  congregation  at  St. 
Charles,  and  his  meetings  in  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  as  increasing  in  number 
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of  hearers  and  wearing  an  encouraging 
aspect  of  seriousness.  A  few  individu- 
als had  been  hopefully  converted  unto 
God,  some  of  whom  had  made  a  public 
profession  of  their  faith.  He  also 
speaks  of  the  Sabbath  School,  which 
he  had  succeeded  in  establishing  at  St. 
Charles,  as  affording  him,  in  ihe  im- 
provement of  the  children,  a  rich  re- 
ward for  the  labour  of  conducting  it. 
"  My  work,"  he  observes,  "  is  arduous, 
out  I  am  not  discouraged  in  my  attempts 
to  aid  in  building  up  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  in  these  goings  down  of  the 
sun.  Missouri  was  not  overlooked  in 
the  counsels  of  eternity."  In  a  com- 
munication to  the  Board,  dated  at  St. 
Charles,  sometime  in  May,  he  says, 
"  there  has  been  good  attention  to  the 
word  in  this  place.  Last  Sabbath  we 
enjoyed  the  interesting  spectacle  of 
four,  as  I  hope,  new-born  souls,  coming 
forward  and  publicly  taking  the  vows 
of  God  upon  them.  Six  others  joined 
us  on  certificate.  May  this  mercy  prove 
only  the  commencement  of  an  abun- 
dant blessing.  O  Lord  revive  thy  work, 
is  my  daily  petition  ;  and,  I  believe,  of 
some  of  God's  people  here.  Several 
persons  seemed  much  affected  yester- 
day. O  how  much  do  we  need  help  ! 
Many  infant  churches,  in  this  wilder- 
ness, are  asking  for  spiritual  bread,  but, 
alas!  there  is  none  to  impart  it  to  them." 

Mission  to  the  County  of  Genessee, 
State  of  New- York. 
Among  those  whom  you  have  long 
employed  as  your  Missionaries  in  this 
state,  is  the  Rev.  John  F.  Bliss,  of  Clark- 
son.  His  services,  while  in  your  em- 
ployment, have  been  principally  devo- 
ted to  such  destitute  places  in  Genessee 
County,  as  are  adjacent  to  his  pastoral 
charge.  "  Since  my  last,"  he  says,  in 
his  communication  of  July  27th,  "  I 
have  organized  a  church  at  Gaines,  six- 
teen miles  to  the  west,  consisting  of 
fourteen  members,  which  I  frequently 
visit.  At  Parma  we  have  very  good  at- 
tention to  the  word,  particularly  on  the 
Sabbath.  The  church  has  increased  in 
nnmbpv^m'-e  its  formation,  and  promt- 
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ses  to  be  a  respectable  society.  I  also 
visit  several  places  to  the  north,  from 
time  to  time,  and  preach  to  very  full  as- 
semblies." 

In  a  later  communication,  after  re- 
peating the  circumstance  of  his  atten- 
tion being  chiefly  devoted  to  Parma,  he 
says,  "  I,  however,  hold  myself  ready- 
to  answer  every  call  for  ministerial  and 
missionary  services,  in  all  the  destitute 
region  round  about ;  occasionally  at- 
tending church  meetings  with  the  infant 
churches  ;  spending  a  sabbath  with  one 
or  another  of  them,  to  administer  the 
sacraments,  and  attending  occasional 
and  stated  lectures,  and  numerous  fune- 
rals. The  church  and  society  at  Sandy 
Creek,  and  those  at  Clarendon,  depend 
entirely  upon  me  for  ministerial  labours. 
A  very  destitute  region  to  the  north, 
and  of  large  extent  east  and  west,  re- 
requires  considerable  attention.  The 
inhabitants  are  so  poor,  and,  consequent- 
ly fluctuating,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
find  permanent  materials  for  constitu- 
ting churches  at  suitable  distances.  Be- 
tween this  and  Lewiston  lies  a  tract  of 
country  fifty-six  miles  in  length,  and 
about  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles  in 
width ;  almost  the  whole  of  which  is 
settled,  and  yet  containing  but  one 
Presbyterian  clergyman  upon  it.  We  . 
need  more  ministers  this  way  ;  but  while 
I  say  this,  the  painful  fact  must  be  add- 
ed, that  the  inhabitants  are  not  as  yet 
able  to  support  them."  Mr.  Bliss  is 
cordially  received  in  all  the  places  wThich 
he  visits.  The  people  evince  an  en- 
couraging disposition  to  improve  the 
means  of  grace,  and  some  instances  o* 
hopeful  conversion  have  occurred.  He- 
has  been  successfully  attentive  to  the 
promotion  of  Sabbath  Schools  ;  and  the 
distribution  of  Bibles,  tracts,  and  other 
useful  books.  The  Board  are  concern- 
ed to  state,  that  the  health  of  this  dis- 
interested and  indefatigable  labourer  in 
the  vineyard,  appears  to  be  unequal  to 
his  efforts. 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Colton,  of  Le  Roy. 
in  the  same  County,  received  a  com- 
mission for  four  month5;,  durins;  trio 
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present  year.  His  report  to  the  Board 
discovers  that  he  has  been  industriously 
employed  in  disseminating  the  gospel 
in  the  region  about  Le  Roy.  He  has 
directed  his  attention  to  the  visiting  of 
families.  In  this  department  of  minis- 
terial service  "  he  has  been  much  en- 
couraged, animated,  and  strengthened  ; 
and  is  persuaded  that  it  is  of  the  great- 
est moment  to  the  success  of  stated  pas- 
tors." He  proposes  to  restrict  his  la- 
bours, during  the  rest  of  his  mission,  to 
the  town  of  Bethany.  One  reason  as- 
signed for  this  measure  is,  that  he  has 
found  a  little  Zion  there,  prostrate,  for- 
saken", and  trodden  down  .  but  which 
now  has  the  prospect  of  being  soon  in- 
creased from  five  or  six  to  twenty  or 
thirty  members. 

Mr.  Colton  has  transmitted  a  truly 
affecting  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
destructive  errors  and  immoralities,  in 
some  parts  of  the  county.  He  also 
confirms  the  statement  of  Mr.  Bliss, 
relative  to  the  want  of  religious  teachers, 
and  the  inability  of  the  inhabitants  to 
support  them.    "  What,"  he  remarks. 

is  to  become  of  the  churches  and 
people  here,  is  a  desponding  inquiry  ; 
so  weak  are  they  in  themselves,  and  so 
few  the  number  of  Missionaries.  Do 
Christians  every  where  remember  the 
exhortation  of  the  Saviour,  <  Pray  yc, 
therefore,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that 
lie  will  send  forth  more  labourers  ?'" 

.Mission  to  the  Counties  of  Oneida  and 
Otsego. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the 
Board  that  there  were  many  infant 
churches  in  the  counties  of  Oneida  and 
Otsego,  destitute  of  stated  pastors,  and 
unable  to  support  them,  they  appointed 
(he  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  of  Camden,  to 
perform  a  mission  of  three  months  in 
that  region.  He  received  his  commis- 
sion in  January,  and  executed  it  at  dif- 
ferent times,  as  the  state  of  his  pastoral 
charge  would  permit.  His  attention  was 
chiefly  directed  to  the  towns  of  Vienna, 
Western.  Lee.  Trenton,  Florence,  Wjl- 


liaraston,  and  two  remote  settlements  art. 
Camden.  His  reception  by  the  people 
in  these  places,  was  such  as  must  ever 
gladden  the  heart  of  the  pious  and 
indefatigable  Missionary.  In  several, 
his  labours  were  productive  of  very 
desirable  consequences.  During  his  stay 
at  Lee,  "  he  visited  nearly  every  member 
of  the  church,  (which  contains  seventy 
persons,)  exhorting  them  to  be  faithful 
to  their  vows,  and  to  strengthen  the 
things  which  remained  and  were  ready 
to  die."  With  this  preparation,  he  ad- 
ministered to  them  the  sacrament  of  the 
supper,  at  which  they  appeared  to  be 
uncommonly  affected  and  quickened  in 
their  duties.  One  individual  from  the 
world  became  a  subject  of  conviction 
And  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Smith's 
advice  and  exhortations,  an  immediate 
and  successful  effort  was  made  by  the 
congregation,  to  obtain  preaching  for 
themselves. 

His  visit  to  the  town  of  Vienna  gave 
an  impulse  to  the  cause  of  piety  there. 
A  more  than  ordinary  excitement  was 
produced.  His  ministration  proved, 
under  God,  the  means  of  animating  the 
professors  of  religion,  and  of  leading 
some,  who  had  long  indulged  a  belief 
of  their  acceptance  with  Christ,  to  unite 
themselves  publicly  with  his  people. 
They  were  also  sanctified  to  the  hopeful 
conversion  of  a  determined  enemy  to 
the  truth.  And  the  congregation  were 
persuaded  to  take  immediate  measures 
for  the  support  of  Christian  ordinances. 

In  Wiiliamston  there  has  been  a 
revival  of  religion,  which  the  labours  oi 
Mr.  Smith  had  influence  in  promoting. 
He  mentions  the  hopeful  converts  as 
being,  in  number,  about  twenty,  and, 
considering  their  advantages,  remarka- 
bly well  grounded  in  the  essential 
doctrines  of  the  gospel.  "  In  a  meeting 
for  inquiry  respecting  their  religious 
views  and  feelings,"  he  observes,  u  I 
was  richly  rewarded  for  my  toils  when 
I  witnessed  their  growth  in  knowledge 
and  grace."  In  some  other  towns,  the 
dispensation  of  the  Gospel  was  manifestly 
owned  of  God,  and.  it  is  believed,  has 
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proved  effectual  to  the  conversion  of 
precious  souls. 

Mr  Smith  attended  from  six  to  eight 
veligious  meetings  a  week  ;  made  two 
hundred  and  sixty  family  visits;  baptized 
four  adults,  and  seventeen  infants,  and 
admitted  twenty-six  as  members  of  the 
rhurch. 

Notwithstandingthe  county  of  Oneida 
contains  a  large  number  of  settled 
ministers,  Mr.  Smith  states,  that  it  has  no 
less  than  seventeen  destitute  churches. 
The  nearest  settled  minister,  east  of 
Camden,  is  eighteen  miles  ;  west, 
twenty-five  miles ;  and  north,  forty. 
He  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  while 
Missionary,  and  other  charitable  asso- 
ciations, are  bound  to  persevere  in  their 
endeavours  to  furnish  these  infant 
churches  with  religious  instruction,  it  is 
of  the  greatest  moment  that  they  be 
early  taught  to  do  something  for  them- 
selves. 

Mission  to  the  County  of  Steuben. 

The  Rev.  William  Stone  was  appointed 
to  a  mission  of  six  months,  in  Steuben 
County,  it  being  left  to  his  judgment  to 
select  the  particular  scene  of  his  efforts. 
He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  ap- 
pointment towards  the  last  of  June,  and 
arrived  at  Pulteny  on  the  fifth  of  July. 
In  is  extensive  town  he  preaches  at 
three  different  places,  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
and  extends  his  labours  into  the  adjacent 
settlements,  as  Providence  permits.  "  I 
may  advise  you  generally,"  he  says,  in 
a  late  communication  to  the  Board, 
"  that  I  deliver  three  discourses  on  the 
Lord's  day,  and  from  two  to  three  in 
the  week;  attend  monthly  and  other 
prayer  meetings,  and  am  almost  con- 
stantly engaged  in  family  visits,  and 
veligious  conversation.  I  visit  the 
schools  often,  and  make  religious  ad- 
dresses to  the  instructersand  their  pupils. 
I  cannot  but  hope  that  something  good 
and  great  from  God,  is  yet  in  store  for 
this  people,  who  are  like  scattered  sheep 
without  a  shepherd.  May  the  High 
nnd  Holy  One  afford  them,  in  due  time, 
(be  gracicras  cffbffofW  of  fiis  eood  spirit. *' 
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Recent  Missions  to  other  Western 
Counties. 

The  Board  have  recently  appointed 
two  other  Missionaries  to  the  new  set- 
tlements :  the  Rev.  Matthew  Harrison 
of  Prebble,  to  spend  four  months  in  the 
counties  of  Courtland,  Onondaga,  Che- 
nango, and  Cayuga ;  and  the  Rev. 
Samuel  J.  Mills  of  Moscow,  for  two 
months,  in  such  places  as  he  shall  con- 
sider most  deserving  of  Missionary  aid. 
From  these,  no  communications  have 
been  received. 

With  this  detail,  must  the  Report  take- 
leave  of  the  more  distant  operations  of 
the  society  ;  not,  however,  without 
stating  that  the  managers  experience  an 
increasing  desire  to  augment  their  ex- 
ertions in  aid  of  the  new  settlements. 
They  are  distressed  with  the  thought, 
that  so  large  a  number  of  infant  church- 
es along  our  western  border,  and  even 
far  back  in  the  country,  are  at  this  mo- 
ment not  only  destitute  of  the  means  of 
grace,  but  entirely  unable  to  procure 
them.  In  vain  do  these  emigrants  from 
our  altars  and  paternal  roofs  turn  back 
the  longing  eye,  and  extend  the  implo- 
ring hand  for  the  bread  of  life.  Unless 
some  more  efficient  means  are  devised 
of  supplying  this  vast  and  populous 
section  of  our  country  with  religious' 
instruction,  it  must  soon  present  the  as- 
pect of  a  moral  waste,  and  disclose  a 
population  almost  literally  ignorant  of 
the  God  of  their  forefathers. 

Mission  to  Long-Island, 

The  Board  appointed  Mr.  Joseph  D. 
Wickham,  a  licentiate  of  the  New-Ha- 
ven Association,  to  a  mission  of  three 
months  in  destitute  places  on  Long- 
Island.  He  commenced  his  tour  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  and  reached  Rocka- 
way  on  the  seventeenth.  In  that  dis- 
trict, containing  about  eighty  families 
of  different  religious  denominations, 
and  a  house  for  worship  which  is  open 
for  all,  Mr.  Wickham  made  his  first 
missionary  efforts.  He  visited  many 
families  of  the  poorer  class-  dBstributing 
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tracts  and  giving  notice  of  his  meet 
ings. 

The  Presbyterian  congregation  in 
Smithtown  had,  in  connexion  with 
Fresh  Pond,  enjoyed  till  lately  the 
labours  of  a  stated  pastor.  Mr.  Wickham 
arrived  among  them  a  short  time  after 
his  dismission.  He  was  received  by 
both  congregations  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come, and  it  was  here  that  he  spent  a 
large,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  profitable 
portion  of  his  time.  "  Meetings,"  he 
observes  in  his  journal, "  were  uniformly 
full,  and  the  audiences  attentive  and 
solemn.  We  were  not  without  hopes 
at  one  time,  that  we  should  be  favoured 
with  the  special  operations  of  the  Spirit. 
But  though  we  were  not  permitted  to 
witness  a  revival  of  religion,  professing 
Christians  are  still  animated  with  the 
belief,  that  the  labours  of  your  Missiona- 
ry have  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
A  number  of  the  ladies  in  these  socie- 
ties expressed  their  thanks  for  his 
services,  and  their  accordance  with  the 
object  of  the  Institution  which  sup- 
ported him,  by  a  generous  donation  to 
its  funds.  The  Female  Cent  Society  of 
Miller's  Place  also  contributed  to  the 
same  object. 

Mr.  Wickham  found  two  auxiliaries  to 
this  society  :  "the  Young  Men's  Mission- 
ary Society"  of  Southold,  and  another  at 
Southampton  still  in  existence  and  giving 
promise  of  increased  efforts.  Through 
the  friendly  countenance  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Philips,  he  formed  a  third  at  East- 
harapton,  and  left  the  Island  with  some 
prospect  of  soon  hearing  of  a  fourth  in 
the  congregations  of  Smithtown  and 
Fresh  Pond. 

In  this  tour,  Mr.  Wickham  travelled 
nearly  1100  miles  upon  the  Island,  dis- 
coursed publicly  sixty-five  times,  besides 
visiting  families  and  schools,  and  dis- 
tributing tracts. 

Mission  to  Corlaer's  Hook,  city  of 
New-  York. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the 
operations  of  the  Board  in  this  city, 
equals  that  of  any  preceding  year.  It 
ii  their  privilege  to  state,  that  the  smiles 
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of  Providence  still  rest  upon  the  seventh 
Presbyterian  church  and  congregation, 
which  have  continued  to  augment  in 
their  numbers  and  resources.  The 
beginning  of  tiie  year  witnessed  the 
special  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
among  that  favoured  people.  "  It 
proved,"  says  Mr.  Baldwin,  "  a  season 
of  spiritual  refreshing.  As  many  as  fif- 
teen or  twenty  persons  became  solemnly 
awakened  to  their  need  of  salvation  ;  a 
majority  of  whom  are  now  the  hopeful 
subjects  of  divine  grace.  Nor  have  we 
had  occasion  to  mourn,  during  much 
of  the  time  since,  the  entire  absence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Of  thirty-one  members 
added  to  our  communion,  twenty-five 
have  made  public  profession  of  their 
faith  in  Chiist.  They  are  generally 
persons  in  middle  life  ;  and,  what  is  re- 
markable, with  but  two  exceptions, 
heads  of  families.  The  church  is  thus 
increased  to  rising  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  members  ;  and  the  growth 
of  the  congregation  has  more  than  kept 
pace  with  that  of  the  church." 

The  labours  of  Mr.  Baldwin  have 
been  no  less  arduous  than  in  former 
years.  In  audition  to  his  sabbath-day 
services,  he  has  supported  many  familiar 
lectures  and  meetings  for  prayer  during 
the  week.  "  I  have  literally,"  he  ob- 
serves, "  preached  from  house  to  house, 
and  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  graciously 
to  own  this  method  of  instruction,  as  a 
means  of  preserving  in  lively  exercise  a 
spirit  of  prayer  and  christian  love,  as 
well  as  of  bringing  sinners  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  truth.  My  efforts  in  this  way 
have  strongly  impressed  my  mind  in 
favour  of  recommending  a  like  course 
to  the  more  general  attention  of  clergy- 
men in  this  city.  These  familiar  lectures 
might  form  a  happy  medium  between 
the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary, 
which  are  too  elevated  and  distant  to 
interest  some  of  our  people  ;  and  the 
religious  visits  of  the  pastor,  which 
become  embarrassing  and  overwhelming 
to  others.  They  have,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  served  very  much  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  this  congregation  " 


266 


REPORTS  OF  SOCIETIES. 


The  congregation  has  made  very 
laudable  efforts  to  meet  the  expense  of 
Christian  ordinances  ;  and,  but  for  the 
debt  incurred  in  erecting  their  house  of 
worship,  would  have  no  need  of  further 
assistance.  They  have  continued  to 
support  their  sabbath  schools  with  un- 
diminished zeal  and  success.  "  It  re- 
quires," says  Mr.  Baldwin,  "  but  little 
discernment  and  no  great  skill  in  calcula- 
tion to  perceive,  that  the  operations  of 
the  society  have  been  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  this  section  of  the  city ;  and 
yet  we  believe  that  the  major  part  of 
the  blessing  is  still  to  come.  To 
Jehovah  Jirah,  be  all  the  praise.  He 
has  never  denied  us  the  gracious  in- 
terpositions of  His  Providence,  nor 
taken  his  Holy  Spirit  from  us : — and 
where  he  mercifully  condescends  to 
direct  our  way  and  succeed  our  endea- 
vours,we  need  not  hesitate  to  go  forward, 
to  spend  and  be  spent  for  Him." 

The  success  which  has  attended  the 
efforts  to  raise  the  Seventh  Presbyterian 
Congregation,  and  the  prospect  of  its 
soon  acquiring  sufficient  strength  to  sup- 
port itself,  have  induced  the  Board  to 
project  another  enterprise  of  the  same 
character.  For  this  object,  a  destitute 
section  of  the  city  has  been  already 
fixed  upon,  and  a  Missionary  of  suitable 
talents  employed  to  occupy  it.  With 
the  impression  that  the  undertaking  is 
arduous,  and  solemnly  connected  with 
the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  as  well 
as  the  interests  of  religion  in  this 
populous  and  commanding  city, — 
would  the  Board  commend  it  to  the 
prayers  and  the  Christian  liberality  of 
their  fellow-citizens. 

Mission  among  the  Coloured  People 
of  Neiv-York. 
Within  a  few  months,  it  has  pleased 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  afford 
opportunity  to  the  managers,  of  direc- 
ting their  attention  to  another  class  of 
the  community.  Since  the  first  of 
October, they  have  employed  Mr.  Samu- 
el E.  Cornish,  a  man  of  colour,  and  a 
licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  a  mission  among  his  coloured 


brethren  of  this  city.  It  is  due  to  the 
benevolence  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Cor- 
nish, to  state,  that  he  had  himself  con- 
ceived this  design,  and  was  already 
taking  measures  to  accomplish  it,  when 
the  Board,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
his  character  and  object,  decided  to 
receive  him  under  their  patronage.  He 
at  present  occupies  the  Chapel  in 
Rose-street,  on  the  sabbath  ;  and  during 
the  week,  conducts  numerous  meetings 
for  religious  instruction  and  prayer  in 
other  sections  of  the  city.  In  his  com- 
munication to  the  Board,  dated  Nov. 
7th,  he  says:  "  I  have  preached  since 
the  7th  of  October,  twenty-two  sermons, 
seventeen  in  the  Rose-street  church,  and 
five  in  other  places.  My  audiences 
have  been,  all  things  considered,  very 
promising  ;  solemnity  and  prayerfulness 
have  prevailed  on  every  occasion. 
There  are  several  persons  under  serious 
impressions,  and  disposed  to  ask,  1  What 
shall  we  do  to  be  saved?'  More  than 
sixty  adults  have  given  in  their  names 
to  become  regular  worshippers  with  us. 

u  In  addition  to  my  public  ministra- 
tions, I  have  visited,  conversed,  and 
prayed  with  many  families  and  sick 
persons.  In  every  instance,  I  have  been 
most  cordially  received.  We  sincerely 
hope,  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
the  way  will  be  open  for  organizing 
such  as  may  present  themselves  for  it, 
into  a  regular  Presbyterian  church.' 
A  still  later  communication  from  Mr. 
Cornish  states,  "  that  the  number  of  his 
hearers  continues  to  increase  weekly — 
that  his  audiences  are  remarkable  for 
their  good  order  and  serious  attention  to 
the  word — and  that  numbers  of  pious  in- 
dividuals express  considerable  anxiety 
to  enjoy  church  privileges.  I  sincerely 
believe,"  he  adds,  "  that  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church  is  about  to  do  something 
for  us." 

The  Board  calculate  with  the  greater 
confidence  on  the  cheerful  support  ol 
the  society,  and  the  countenance  of  all 
true  Christians  in  their  labours  of  love 
among  this  too  much  neglected  and 
depressed  portion  of  our  fellow-men 
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They  consider  this  opening  in  Provi- 
dence too  manifest  and  promising,  to  be 
overlooked  ;  and  they  do  not  doubt  but 
they  shall  touch  a  responsive  chord  in 
every  Christian  bosom,  when  they 
profess  that  their  heart's  desire  and  prayer 
to  God  for  the  injured  sons  of  Africa  is, 
that  they  may  be  saved.  It  has  occurred 
to  them,  that  efforts  of  the  above  des- 
cription among  the  free  coloured  popula- 
tion of  our  larger  cities,  may  prepare 
the  way  for  those  more  general  and 
systematic  exertions,  through  which, 
Ethiopia  herself  shall  be  brought  to 
stretch  forth  her  hands  unto  God. 

Conclusion. 

In  summing  up  the  operations  of  the 
Board,  it  appears,  that  they  have  had 
in  their  employment  the  present  year, 
ten  Missionaries  : — one  in  the  state  of 
Missouri — six  in  the  middle  and  western 
counties  of  New-York — one  on  Long- 
Island — and  two  in  this  city.  To  sup- 
port these  operations,  considerable 
funds  were  required ;  and  much  has 
been  generously  bestowed. 

But  while  it  is  due  to  the  friends  of 
the  society,  and  above  a^l  to  the  good 
Providence  of  God,  to  state,  that  our 
treasury  has  answered  the  demands 
which  have  been  made  upon  it  during 
the  present  year — let  it  not  be  suspected 
that  the  managers  have  permitted  their 
funds  to  accumulate  on  their  hands, 
or  to  remain  inactive.  God  forbid  that 
they  should  prove  themselves  so  un- 
worthy of  being  employed  as  his  stew- 
ards, and  the  almoners  of  your  bounty. 
Their  present  extensive  egagements 
are  made  with  entire  reliance  on  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  liberality  of  those  who 
love  the  prosperity  of  Zion,  to  supply 
the  means  of  performing  them.  Our 
funds  are  at  this  moment  more  than 
spent ;  but  the  followers  of  Him  who 
went  about  doing  good,  cannot  become 
weary  in  well  doing ;  the  treasury  of 
the  Lord  cannot  be  exhausted. 

Extensive  as  the  operations  of  the 
Board  have  been  the  present  year,  they 


come  very  far  short  of  their  desires, 
and  what,  it  is  believed,  they  ought,  in 
faithfulness  to  God  as  servants,  and  to 
men  as  Christians  and  fellow-citizens, 
hereafter  to  attempt.  The  result  of 
five  years'  practical  attention  to  this 
subject  is,  an  overwhelming  conviction, 
that  scarcely  one  in  twenty  of  profess- 
ing Christians,  and  a  still  smaller  pro- 
portion of  our  churches,  are  thoroughly 
awake  to  the  present  solemn  call  for 
missionary  exertions.  Without  advert- 
ing to  pagan  Asia,  to  Africa,  and  the 
islands  of  the  South  Sea,  or  to  the  wide- 
spreading  harvest,  beginning  to  be 
white  for  the  sickle,  from  the  borders 
of  our  country  to  the  Southern  Cape  ; 
our  own  new  settlements,  planted,  and 
from  year  to  year  increased,  by  our 
enterprising  population,  present  a  field 
for  missions  which  has  no  parallel. 
Only  let  the  standard  of  the  cross  move 
onward  with  every  new  emigration  to 
the  South  and  West,  and  a  few  revolv- 
ing years  will  disclose  the  sublime  spec- 
tacle of  a  people,  blessed  with  the 
Bible  and  religious  teachers,  and  all 
the  means  of  grace  and  variety  of  re- 
ligious and  civil  privileges,  inhabiting 
from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  Mexico 
to  the  furthest  country  of  the  north. 
The  present  generation  of  American 
Christians,  and  their  immediate  descend- 
ants, seem  destined,  by  Providence,  to 
give  religious  and  moral  character  to  a 
people  more  numerous  and  enterprising, 
and  distinguished  for  arts  and  science, 
than  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Shall 
we  tamely  permit  that  character  to  be 
the  stain  of  infidelity  and  the  disgrace 
of  every  vice  ?  Shall  we  look  on  with 
cold  indifference,  while  our  rising  cities 
become,  through  the  prevalence  of 
error  and  crime,  so  many  sources  of 
corruption  to  every  part  of  our  land  ? 
Will  piety,  will  Christian  patriotism, 
fold  her  hands,  while  each  succeeding 
wave  of  emigration  westward  presents 
a  darker  and  still  darker  aspect,  until 
our  nation  shall  meet  in  character,  as 
it  comes  in  contact,  with  the  heathen 
tribes  of  Asia  ? 


(  268  ) 


UNITED  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

From  the  Union  Mission,  we  have  no  advices  later  than  were 
given  in  our  last  number.  The  Journal  of  this  Mission,  from  the 
29th  of  May  to  the  1st  of  September,  mentioned  in  our  last,  will 
be  found  below. 

Our  latest  communications  from  the  Superintendent  and  As- 
sistant of  the  Great  Osage  Mission,  were  dated  on  the  6th  of 
August,  and  were  published  in  our  September  number.  In  our 
last,  we  gave  several  extracts  of  letters,  from  other  members  of 
the  Mission,  as  late  as  the  15th  of  September  ;  and  we  have  now 
before  us  another  private  letter  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month. 

Several  interesting  communications  from  the  Tuscarora  and 
Seneca  Missions  have  been  received  during  the  last  month. 
Extracts  from  each  will  be  given  in  our  present  number. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  month,  a  deputation  from  six  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  in  the  vicinity  of  Council-Bluffs,  arrived  in  this  city. 
During  their  short  visit,  the  Committee  of  Missions,  and  most  of 
the  other  Managers  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
had  an  interview  with  them,  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  lead  even- 
tually to  the  introduction  of  Civilization  and  Christianity  among 
the  tribes  to  which  they  belong.  An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  Committee  of  Missions,  embracing  a  brief  account  of  the  in- 
terview, will  be  given  in  a  subsequent  page. 


UNION  MISSION. 

'  JOURNAL  OF    THE  MISSION,    FROM  MAY 
29  TO   SEPTEMBER  1,  1821. 

Arrival  of  Supplies. 
Tuesday,  May  29. — This  evening  a 
large  keel-boat  arrived  from  the  mouth 
of  White  river,  with  thirty-three  barrels 
of  flour,  a  large  pair  of  mill-stones,  and 
bolting  cloths.  These  articles  were  or- 
dered by  the  Board  last  autumn,  and 
were  consigned  to  us  by  Messrs.  Keys 
and  Boal,  of  Cincinnati.  By  this  boat 
we  received  also  a  large  box  of  cloth- 
ing for  Indian  children,  containing  four 
hundred  and  fifty  garments,  from  the 
Female  Union  Missionary  Society  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. May  the  Divine  blessing  re- 
pay an  hundred  fold  the  labours  of  these 
females,  and  may  others,  who  desire  to 
reap  the  blessedness  of  doing  good  to 
the  heathen,  go  and  do  likewise. 


Wednesday,  May  30. — Having  no 
place  in  which  to  store  the  flour,  we 
agreed  in  a  meeting  for  business,  to 
build  a  warehouse  of  logs,  24  feet  by  20. 
This  is  to  contain  an  upper  room  suffi- 
cient for  dry  goods. 

Mr.  VaiWs  departure  for  the  post  of 
Arkansas. 
Finding  ourselves  unable  to  meet  the 
demand  for  freight,  and  being  in  need 
of  funds  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
Mission,  it  was  agreed  that  brother  Vaill 
should  go  down  the  river,  and  procure 
by  draft,  if  practicable,  the  necessary 
funds.  Other  business  at  Fort  Smith 
and  elsewhere  makes  this  tour  neces- 
sary. Voted,  also,  to  hire  another  la- 
bourer. 

Thursday,  May  31.— This  morning 
the  Superintendent  took  an  affectionate 
leave  of  the  family,  and  embarked  to  go 
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down  the  river  in  the  boat  which  came 
up  with  the  flour.  He  took  the  journal 
from  Dec.  10th,  1820,  to  May  28th,  1821. 
and  brother  Chapman's  report  of  the 
brethren's  expedition  to  this  place  last 
tall. 

Monday,  June  4. — Brother  Redfield 
and  Mr.  Ransom  have  spent  several 
days  in  searching  for  a  mill-seat,  but 
without  success.  About  twenty  miles 
up  the  river  they  found  some  pine  tim- 
ber, and  they  think  logs  may  be  rafted 
down  sufficient  for  the  proposed  frame 
buildings.  Resolved,  That  a  sufficient 
number  of  hands  go  up  the  river  with 
brother  Redfield,  to  raft  down  timber 
for  the  purpose  above  specified. 

This  evening  attended  the  monthly 
concert  of  prayer.  Our  Superintendent 
having  just  left  us,  and  the  Assistant 
with  brother  Wm.  C.  Requa  being  ready 
to  depart  on  their  western  expedition, 
it  was  a  peculiarly  interesting  season. 
Departure  of  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr. 
Requa  for  the  Indian  Camp. 
Tuesday,  June  5. — Four  hired  men, 
with  some  of  the  brethren,  went  up  the 
river  for  timber  ;  and  brothers  Chapman 
and  Requa  took  their  departure  for  the 
Osage  hunting  ground.* 

Monday,  June  11. — Brothers  Chap- 
man and  Requa  proceeded  on  their  tour 
about  one  hundred  miles,  when  they 
were  overtaken  with  sickness,  and  re- 
turned. They  steered  a  western  course 
till  they  struck  the  Indian  trace,  and 
would  probably  have  overtaken  them  in 
a  short  time,  had  they  not  been  provi- 
dentially prevented.  They  sustained 
much  hardship  from  the  want  of  food, 
and  the  roughness  of  the  country  through 
which  they  travelled.  They  hope  that 
they  shall  be  able  to  enter  on  the  study 
of  the  language,  when  the  Indians  re- 
turn from  their  hunt. 

New  Disappointment. 
Friday,  June  15. — The  brethren  who 
went  on  the  timber  excursion,  returned. 
They  have  suffered  much  hardship  and 
disappointment.  Having  put  in  a  large 
raft  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pine  logs, 
at  soon  struck  the  rocks,  and  was  broken 


in  pieces.  Several  of  those  who  at- 
tempted to  come  down  on  the  raft  were 
exposed,  but  escaped  without  injury 

Saturday,  June  16. — Two  men  ar- 
rived this  morning  on  a  fragment  of  the 
raft.  We  have  secured  several  of  the 
logs  as  they  floated  down,  but  many 
have  lodged  above. 

Thursday,  June  21. — Have  secured 
all  the  logs,  except  a  fragment  which 
probably  passed  by  in  the  night. 

Friday,  June  22. — A  sudden  rise  in 
the  river,  but  by  great  exertion  we  have 
saved  the  logs  from  being  washed  away. 

Saturday,  June  23. — The  number  of 
logs  saved  is  ninety.  We  have  of  course 
lost  fifty.  In  saving  these,  the  greatest 
activity  in  swimming  has  been  neces- 
sary. Many  have  been  brought  to  shore  , 
and  before  they  could  be  hauled  away, 
swept  off  by  the  rising  of  the  stream, 
and  again  secured  by  swimming  after 
them.  Thus  we  have  been  tried  by  a 
singular  dispensation  of  Providence. 
To  one  that  lias  not  visited  this  country, 
it  may  appear  strange,  that  good  timber 
is  so  scarce.  But  such  is  the  fact.  We 
have  hardly  been  able  to  find  suffieienl 
for  our  necessary  log  buildings  ;  and 
have  expended  far  more  labour  in  get- 
ting puncheons,  shingles,  and  rails,  than 
would  have  been  needful  in  a  thrifty 
timbered  country.  This  day  put  a  saw- 
pit  into  operation  ;  but  to  our  surprise 
three  of  our  hands  are" about  to  leave  us 
for  the  present,  two  of  whom  we  ex- 
pected would  have  attended  to  sawing 
We  have  three  left. 

Indian  Murder. 
Lord's  Day,  June  24. — We  were  re- 
freshed by  the  exercises  of  the  morning, 
but  were  interrupted  this  afternoon  by 
the  arrival  of  several  of  Joseph  Revoir's 
family,  who  have  been  alarmed  by  the 
Cherokees.  They  state  that  the  Che- 
rokees  had  taken  their  horses,  and  that 
they  had  not  seen  their  father  since  early 
in  the  morning.  Mr.  Revoir  is  a  half 
breed,  French  and  Osage,  a  decent  citi- 
zen, and  lived  fifteen  miles  up  this  river. 
He  had  just  formed  a  settlement  in  thai 
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place  and  was  making  good  improve- 
ments. 

Monday.  June  25. — No  news  of  Mr. 
Revoir. 

Tuesday,  June  26.— Another  man  ar- 
rived who  was  unable  to  come  down  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  had  secreted  himself. 
About  noon  this  day  he  found  the  body 
of  Mr.  Revoir,  murdered.  He  was  an 
innocent  victim,  and  fell  a  prey  to  the 
jealousy  of  the  enemy.  The  family  in- 
tend soon  to  leave  this  country  for  Mis- 
souri. They  have  requested  us  to  milk 
their  cows,  amounting  to  ten,  until  they 
should  be  disposed  of.  For  our  kind- 
ness in  giving  them  a  temporary  resi- 
dence., they  have  presented  us  with  fifty 
fowls  and  two  young  elks.  Such  is  the 
effect  of  Indian  warfare.  The  innocent 
and  the  guilty  fall  indiscriminately  be- 
fore the  revengeful  hand  of  relentless 
murderers.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  unjust  or  cruel,  for  Mr.  Revoir  had 
no  interest  in  the  war  :  and,  probably, 
when  he  met  his  murderers,  he  hailed 
them  as  friends,  not  knowing  that  they 
had  marched  two  hundred  miles  on  pur- 
pose to  take  his  life. 

Mr.  VailVs  Return. 
-  JVednesday,  July  10. — Brother  Vaill 
returned  after  an  absence  of  nearly  six 
weeks.  He  had  a  pleasant  voyage  down 
ihe  river,  and  reached  the  post  in  twelve 
days. — Was  enabled  to  draw  upon  the 
Board  for  one  thousand  dollars  in  mo- 
ney, and  to  pay  by  draft  the  freight  due 
on  the  flour,  &ic.  to  the  amount  of  $427, 
and  to  make  such  arrangements  for  the 
payment  of  our  expenses  as  to  prevent 
a  longer  journey.  The  Mission  begins 
to  be  known,  andits  credit  is  established, 
so  that  drafts  are  ready  payment.  Still 
it  is  necessary  to  have  on  hand  more  or 
less  ready  money  to  discharge  our  la- 
bourers, who  cannot  be  accommodated 
by  drafts. 

Another  supply  of  Provisions  on  the 
icau. 

Thursday,  July  12. — Capt.  Douglass, 
with  our  supplies  from  Cincinnati,  has 
reached  the  trading  house.  The  water 
in  Grand  River  is  rapidly  rising,  and  he 
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finds  it  impossible  to  ascend  at  present. 
By  this  unexpected  rise,  our  new  canoe 
has  been  swept  away.  Two  men  ar- 
rived to-day  from  the  settlement  below 
to  work  at  sawing. 

Friday,  July  13. — Some  of  the  bre- 
thren have  gone  to  the  trading  house  to 
pack  up  bacon,  and  to  procure  pota- 
toes for  planting.  We  have  Ijad  little 
meat  since  our  arrival  at  this  place,  ex- 
cepting what  the  wilderness  has  fur- 
nished ;  and  supplies  will  be  seasonable, 
since  game  is  an  uncertain  means  of 
sustenance. 

Saturday,  July  14. — The  river  still 
rising.  Heavy  rains  have  fallen  on  its 
branches  above,  and  it  scarcely  ever 
has  been  known  to  rise  higher  than  at 
this  time. 

Lord's  Day,  July  15. — The  brethren 
who  went  for  provision  returned.  They 
considered  that  our  need  of  supplies, 
and  the  unpleasantness  of  remaining  at 
the  trading  house,  rendered  it  suitable 
for  them  to  come  on  the  Sabbath.  The 
water  still  rising,  and  the  rains  continue 
still  to  pour  down  in  torrents. 

Monday,  July  16. — This  morning  miss- 
ed our  boat.  We  had  used  the  utmost 
caution  to  secure  it;  had  watched  the 
motions  of  the  water,  and  having  strong- 
ly fastened  it  to  the  trees  in  the  best 
place  we  could  find,  we  considered  it 
safe  till  we  found  it  gone.  We  imme- 
diately sent  two  men  down  the  river, 
hoping  still  to  save  it. 

Thursday,  July  19. — The  men  who 
went  in  search  of  the  boat  returned  this 
evening,  without  having  seen  it.  They 
went  to  the  mouth  of  this  river,  where 
they  met  the  boat  with  supplies,  still 
waiting  for  the  water  to  fall. 
Arrival  of  the  expected  Supplies. 

Saturday,  July  21. — Captain  Doug- 
lass's boat  arrived  this  evening.  He 
saw  our  boat  about  fifteen  miles  down 
this  river.  It  lies  at  the  head  of  an  is- 
land, bottom  upwards,  with  the  cargo 
box  torn  oft",  and  partly  covered  with 
drift  wood. 

Lord's  Day,  July  22.— Our  audience 
has  been  increased  bv  the  attendance 
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Of  Captain  Douglass's  boatmen.  Usu- 
ally but  one  has  attended,  besides  our 
own  family  and  labourers.  One  of  our 
hands  and  one  or  two  of  the  family  have 
been  unwell  for  a  few  days. 

Monday,  July  23. — A  year  has  elapsed 
since  we  stopped  at  Little  Rock.  How 
healthy  this  summer,  compared  with  the 
last !  What  weakness  and  pains  and 
sorrow  then  !  Now  we  have  afflictions, 
but  of  a  different  nature.  God  is  pleas- 
ed to  vary  the  means  of  correction,  that 
we  may  not  be  left  to  doubt  his  word. 
Received  by  the  boat  which  arrived  Sa- 
turday evening,  beside  flour  and  bis- 
cuit, twenty  barrels  of  pork  and  bacon, 
a  quantity  of  beans,  vinegar,  shoes, 
mill  irons,  &.c.  according  to  the  bill  of 
lading  from  Cincinnati.  Capt.  Douglass 
having  brought  several  boatmen  from 
Cincinnati,  whom  he  recommended  to 
us,  resolved  to  engage  four.  These 
men  can  be  hired  for  fifteen  dollars  per 
month.  We  hope  soon  to  hire  all  for 
that  sum,  instead  of  twenty  dollars,  the 
price  in  this  country. 
Expedition  for  exploring  a  Coal  Mine. 

Having  heard  that  there  is  a  bed  of 
stone  coal  on  the  Arkansas,  near  the 
mouth  of  this  river,  Resolved,  That 
Capt.  Douglass  be  employed  to  bring 
us  a  load,  if  it  can  be  obtained  ;  and 
that  brother  Woodruff  go  down  to  assist 
him.  ~ 

Tvesday,  July  24. — Have  secured  our 
fresh  supplies  in  our  new  store  house, 
and  settled  the  bill  for  freight  It  is  a 
happy  circumstance,  that  we  have  a 
convenient  landing  place  formed  by 
nature.  In  our  wagon,  which  we 
brought  from  Pittsburgh,  we  can  take 
twelve  barrels  at  a  load.  Not  having 
discovered  this  place  when  we  unloaded 
our  boats  last  spring,  we  had  to  convey 
1he  goods  up  the  steep  bank  by  hand. 
This  evening,  Resolved,  to  erect  an- 
other building  of  logs  for  a  lodgiug 
room  for  the  hired  men. 

Wednesday,  July  25. — Brother  Palmer 
is  again  attacked  with  the  intermittent. 

Thursday,  July  26. — Brother  Wood- 
ruff, with  the  men  whom  we  have  hired, 


returned  from  the  coal  expedition,  and 
Capt.  Douglass  proceeded  down  the  ri- 
ver with  his  boat.  They  spent  a  day  in 
exploring,  found  a  vein  of  excellent 
coal  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Arkansas  , 
but  it  was  so  hemmed  in  with  rocks, 
that  they  concluded  to  relinquish  the 
object. 

We  have  now  seven  hired  men  beside 
the  sawyers.  Another  young  man,  a 
Spaniard  by  birth,  is  very  anxious  to 
continue  with  us.  We  have  taken  him 
on  trial. 

Friday,  July  27. — One  of  the  newly 
hired  men  taken  sick. 

Saturday,  July  28. — Requested  Mr, 
Ransom  to  ride  down  and  examine  the 
state  of  the  boat.  He  thinks  a  part  or 
all  may  be  saved. 

Lord's  Day,  July  29. — Brother  Wood- 
ruff taken  with  the  fever.  Our  stated 
audience  consists  of  about  thirty  per- 
sons. Greater  resolution  to  fidelity  vi- 
sible among  us. 

Monday,  July  30. — Another  hired  man 
taken  sick.  Agreed  to  send  down  a 
number  of  men  with  Mr.  Ransom  and 
one  of  the  Brethren,  to  get  off  the  boat. 
They  found  the  place  where  it  lay  so 
hot  and  impure,  that  they  could  not 
work  without  greatly  endangering  their 
health.  They  also  concluded  it  would 
take  many  days  to  get  it  into  the  water 
We  think  they  did  right  in  leaving  it. 

Thursday,  August  2. — Brother  Wm. 
C.  Requa  taken  with  the  fever.  He  was 
the  brother  who  went  down  for  the 
boat.  He  returned  yesterday  morning 
almost  overcome  with  fatigue.  We 
hardly  know  in  many  instances  when 
duty  calls.  Our  anxiety  to  save  the 
boat  has  perhaps  led  us  to  expose  the 
health  of  those  who  went,  but  this  we 
could  not  foresee.  May  God  direct 
all  our  steps  and  comfort  us  under  all 
our  trials.  Brother  Woodruff  more 
comfortable  this  morning.  Brother 
Palmer  so  far  recovered  that  he  is  able 
to  attend  to  the  sick,  for  which  wo 
would  magnify  divine  kindness.  Three 
Osages  appeared  to-day.  They  said 
they  had  just  returned  from  their  hunt 
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They  had  been  to  Revoir's  place,  and 
found  that  they  were  all  gone.  They 
feared  that  we  were  gone  too,  and  came 
to  see. 

Saturday,  August  4. — The  weather 
excessively  hot.  The  Thermometer 
has  risen  several  days  past  to  96  and  97 
degrees.  The  sun  beats  down  with 
burning  rays.  The  health  of  the  family 
is  so  far  affected  that  we  are  able  to  ac- 
complish but  little.  Brethren  Requa 
and  Woodruff  are  very  low,  yet  we 
hope  not  dangerous.  To-day  Colonel 
Glenn  passed  here  with  a  hunting  party 
from  Missouri.  He  told  us  that  the 
other  Mission  Family  to  the  Osages  had 
probably  reached  their  station  by  this 
time,  as  they  were  about  half  way  up 
the  Osage  river  on  the  12th  of  July.  He 
also  stated,  to  our  great  joy,  that  an 
Agent  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  passing  through  the 
tribes  in  Missouri,  to  dissuade  them 
from  becoming  allies  to  either  party  in 
this  war.  Such  a  measure  will  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  stop  the  war. 

Lord's  Day,  August  5. — Brother  Red- 
field  taken  down  with  the  fever. 

Monday,  August  6. — Our  two  sawyers 
left  us  to-day,  in  consequence  of  the 
heal  and  sickness.  Brother  Requa  more 
unwell.  The  bilious  intermittent  is  the 
fever  which  now  afflicts  us. 

Tuesday,  August  7. — Another  hand 
has  relinquished  business  for  a  few 
days.    The  heat  is  still  excessive. 

Wednesday,  August  8. — From  the  in- 
formation of  Col.  Glenn,  we  conclude 
that  the  Great  Osage  Mission  Family 
have  reached  their  station.  Consider- 
ing it  desirable  that  we  form  an  early 
acquaintance,  and  have  a  mutual  un- 
derstanding, in  measures  that  regard 
the  interest  of  both  Missions,  Resolved, 
That  Brother  Chapman  proceed  to  the 
Great  Osage  Mission  Station,  to  confer, 
among  other  things,  about  the  proprie- 
ty of  uniting  with  them  in  hiring  a 
good  Interpreter  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  the  language. 

Thursday,  August  9. — Brother  Vaill 
went  out  with  the  mill  wright  to  look 
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for  a  mill  seat.  They  proceeded  to  a 
creek  eight  miles  distant  up  the  river  on 
this  side,  a  place  which  has  been  viewed 
before.  But  finding  the  water  too  low, 
we  think  it  not  best  to  commence  there, 
till  we  have  had  further  proof  of  the 
stream.  The  distance  is  not  very  ob- 
jectionable, seeing  timber  may  be  found 
above  on  Grand  River.  Grain  may  bo 
raised  near  the  mill,  and  a  good  road 
made  with  little  expense. 

Friday,  August  10. — Finished  the 
lodging  room  for  the  hands.  Have  cut 
and  stacked  twenty  tons  of  hay  within 
three  weeks  past.  This  hay  is  as  good 
as  the  second  quality  in  old  countries  ; 
and  the  prairies  where  we  collected  it, 
within  half  a  mile  of  our  dwelling, 
yielded  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  tons 
to  the  acre. 

Saturday,  August  11. — Agreed  to  build 
a  school  house,  18  feet  by  20.  Received 
letters  from  Connecticut  and  the  state 
of  New-York,  announcing  the  precious 
work  of  grace  which  is  going  on  in 
those  places. 

Lord's  Day,  August  12. — At  a  prayer 
meeting  in  the  interval  of  worship, 
read  so  much  of  our  letters  as  respect- 
ed the  revivals.  The  Brethren  and  Sis- 
ters feel  animated  in  view  of  what  they 
have  heard.  Brother  Vaill  has  peculiar 
cause  for  praising  Sovereign  Grace  in 
view  of  the  hopeful  conversion  of  many 
youths  of  his  late  charge  in  North 
Guilford. 

Departure  of  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr. 
Fuller  for  Harmony. 

Monday,  August  13. — Brothers  Chap- 
man and  Fuller,  after  uniting  in  prayer, 
set  out  on  their  tour  to  visit  Harmony. 
It  was  thought  best  that  one  of  the 
brethren  should  accompany  brother 
Chapman,  and  it  fell  to  brother  Fuller, 
as  having  the  best  health  to  endure 
the  journey.  They  go  by  the  way  of 
Clamore's  village. 

Tuesday,  August  14.— Excessively 
hot.  Business  generally  relinquished 
for  the  present,  to  favour  the  health  of 
the  family  and  of  the  hired  men 
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Lord's  Day,  August  19.— Brother  Re- 
qua  again  able  to  attend  worship. 
Health  of  the  family  generally  better, 
yet  several  feeble.  A  sweeter  sabbath 
than  usual.  May  God  pour  out  upon 
us  the  sprrit  of  grace  and  supplication, 
that  under  every  seeming  discourage- 
ment we  may  pray  and  not  faint. 

Tuesday,  August  21. — Resolved  to 
build  a  coal  house.  Heat  still  oppress- 
ive. Thermometer  at  102  degrees.  To- 
day received  the  Missionary  Register  to 
the  11th  number  inclusive.  How  thank- 
ful do  we  feel,  that  these  numbers  have 
all  safely  arrived.  Received  also  the 
third  and  fourth  Reports  of  the  Society. 
These  publications  furnish  a  rich  feast, 
We  hope  they  will  serve  more  deeply 
to  impress  our  minds  with  a  se  nse  of 
our  responsibility. 

Preparations  for  receiving  Indian 
Children  into  the  family. 

Friday,  August  24. — Brother  Redfield 
having  recovered  his  health,  set  out  for 
the  village  this  morning.  Having  heard 
that  some  are  wishing  to  send  their 
children  to  us,  we  sent  them  word  that 
we  are  prepared  to  take  them.  Our 
scruples  about  taking  children  if  they 
should  be  offered,  are  subsiding,  as  the 
probability  of  our  being  visited  at  any 
time  by  hostile  Indians  with  evil  inten- 
tions continually  diminishes.  Our  de- 
sires to  be  able  to  teach  these  poor 
children  of  nature  the  way  to  heaven 
are  great  beyond  expression. 

Saturday,  August  25. — Brother  Red- 
field  brought  word  that  four  or  five 
children  would  be  sent  immediately. 

Lord's  Day,  August  26. — Evidently 
God  is  enlarging  our  hearts  to  pray  for 
the  heathen.  Encouraging  to  the 
believer  is  the  promise  of  God  to  his 
Son,  "I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for 
thine  inheritance."  As  God  moves  in  a 
mysterious  way,  his  purposes  to  fulfil, 
we  will  not  despond  even  when  he 
seems  to  frown.  We  have  waited  long, 
but  others  have  waited  longer,  whose 
success  has  in  the  event  been  glorious 
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Arrival  of  Indian  Children. 

Monday,  August  27. — Four  children 
were  brought  this  morning.  They  are 
half  breeds  and  three  of  them  belong  to 
a  Frenchman  who  serves  as  an  inter- 
preter in  the  village.  We  gladly  re- 
ceived them  ;  took  off  their  tattered, 
dirty  garments,  and  dressed  them  with 
some  of  the  new  and  clean  clothes, 
which  we  had  in  readiness.  These 
children  are  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  twelve.  . 

Tuesday,  August  28. — Resolved  to 
build  a  kitchen  of  logs,  twenty  four  feet 
square.  Since  our  arrival  in  this  place, 
Ave  have  cooked  under  a  shed  and 
eaten  till  lately  under  a  tent.  The 
sisters  have  found  this  exceedingly 
inconvenient  ;  and  we  hope  to  be 
accommodated  by  this  building  with  a 
rooking  room,  and  dining  hall,  till  we 
can  finish  our  frame  building. 

Friday,  August  31. — A  poor  Osage 
woman,  of  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
having  presented  herself  and  requested 
to  be  admitted  into  the  family,  we 
agreed  to  receive  her  on  trial,  hoping 
she  may  be  able  to  help  the  sisters  in 
their  labours.  We  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  female  assistance.  The  sisters 
are  wearing  down  for  the  want  of  help. 
Probably  none  have  the  strength  they 
enjoyed  before  their  late  sickness.  This 
woman  is  not  such  as  we  need,  but  we 
do  not  like  to  turn  her  away.  She  is 
considered  by  the  Osages  a  worthless 
woman,  and  she  does  not  promise  well 
as  to  making  improvements  at  this 
age. 

Saturday,  September  I. — Two  of  the 
brethren  are  yet  feeble.  A  young  man 
who  has  been  here  a  few  days,  on  his 
way  to  Missouri,  is  quite  sick.  As  he 
is  a  stranger,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  to 
help  him.  He  hopes  to  pay  us  by  his 
labour  when  he  regains  his  health. 
Moved  into  our  new  school  house  this 
week.  Brother  Spaulding  has  the  charge 
of  the  school  when  able  ;  but  he  is  visit- 
ed with  frequent  attacks  of  the  inter- 
mittent 


274 

Mr.  Jf'm.  C.  Requa  to  his  Father. 
September  29,  J8£l. 
In  this  letter,  Mr.  Reuua, 
after  mentioning  the  sickness  of 
other  Members  of  the  Family, 
thus  proceeds  : — 

I  was  severely  attacked  with  the 
bilious  remittent  fever  about  the  first  of 
August,  which  was  attended  with  violent 
pains  in  my  head  and  other  parts  of  the 
system.  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  and 
very  helpless  for  three  weeks.  Since 
that  time  I  have  been  convalescent, 
and  at  present,  I  am  able  to  teach 
school. 

Our  School  is  still  small,  having  only 
three  Indian  children,  and  Brother 
Vaill's  four — seven  in  all.  We  expect 
about  Christmas  a  considerable  number 
of  the  Indian  children  ;  and  as  soon  as 
the  war  terminates,  we  shall  probably 
have  as  many  as  we  can  attend  to. 

There  is  now  a  strong  probability 
that  the  Avar  will  soon  be  brought  to  a 
close.  The  Government,  we  understand, 
has  prohibited  the  allies  of  each  party 
from  engaging  in  the  contest.  This 
circumstance  appears  to  be  inclining 
both  parties  to  a  reconciliation.  Major 
Bradford,  commanding  Officer  at  Fort 
Smith,  has  lately  been  among  the 
Osages.  The  result  of  his  visit,  I  have 
not  heard  ;  but,  from  existing  circum- 
stances, I  am  led  to  believe,  that  we 
shall  soon  hear  of  the  restoration  of 
peace.  Our  hearts  would  rejoice  at 
such  an  event)  for,  in  that  case,  we 
believe  our  usefulness  to  the  Osage 
Tribe  would  be  greatly  increased. 

GREAT  OSAGE  MISSION. 
From  Mr.  Newton,  to  Gen.  Steele,  of 
Philadelphia. 
Harmony,  Missouri,  Sept.  27, 1821. 
Dear  Sir, 

After  journeying  for  several  months, 
I  am,  by  the  blessing  of  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, now  resting  at  Harmony,  the 
Station  occupied  by  our  Mission  family. 
We  are  located  on  the  margin  of  the 
Maredirine    river,   about    four  miles 
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above  its  junction  with  the  Osage, 
This  place  was  granted  to  us  by  the 
Indians   in  Council   on  the    13th  of 

August. 

Our  limits  embrace  excellent  timber 
in  abundance  ;  first  rate  prairies  for 
ploughing,  pasturing,  and  mowing  ;  the 
only  mill-seat  known  in  this  vast  coun- 
try ;  stone  coal  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground  and  within  a  few  rods  of  our 
buildings;  and  a  large  ridge  of  lime  stone 
sufficiently  near  for  our  convenience. 
Our  river  bottoms  are  rather  low  for 
cultivation  without  draining  ;  but  our 
prairies  are  high,  and  inclining  towards 
the  creeks,  which  receive  and  carry  on" 
the  surplus  water.  The  soil  of  our 
prairies  is  a  dark,  rich  loom,  about  two 
feet  thick,  beneath  which,  we  have 
clear  clay  as  deep  as  we  have  yet 
penetrated.  We  shall  depend  on  wells 
for  water  for  family  use. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  this  place,  bro- 
ther Bright  and  myself  were  appointed 
to  go  to  the  settlements  on  the  Missouri, 
about  a  hundred  miles  distant  by  land, 
to  purchase  horses,  oxen,  and  cows. 
In  travelling  to  the  Missouri,  our 
accommodations  were  scanty,  having  to 
carry  our  provisions  and  blankets  upon 
our  backs.  It  is  accounted  detrimental 
to  health,  to  traverse  these  prairies  in 
that  season  of  the  year,  on  account  of 
the  exposure  by  day,  to  the  seorching 
rays  of  the  sun,  and  by  night,  to  the 
chilling  dampness  of  the  atmosphere. 
The  grass  of  the  prairies  varies  from 
two  to  seven  feet  in  height,  and  forms 
an  average  impediment  to  travelling 
equal  to  that  of  snow  from  eight  to  ten 
inches  in  depth.  Through  this  journey 
we  enjoyed  excellent  health,  notwith- 
standing our  many  exposures  and 
drenchings  from  nightly  showers. 

We  succeeded  in  purchasing  two 
horses,  four  oxen,  and  seven  cows  with 
their  calves.  For  a  pair  of  heavy  well- 
made  plough  horses,  we  paid  one  hundred 
and  twenty-one  dollars  ;  for  a  yoke  ot 
heavy  well-broken  oxen,  fifty  dollars  ; 
for  a  pair  of  large  steers,  trained  to  the 
yoke,  thirty  dollars  •..  and  for  each  row 
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and  calf,  eleven  dollars.  All  kinds  of 
live  stock,  excepting  teams,  are  cheap 
on  the  Missouri,  and  are  still  becoming 
cheaper.  Cattle  are  raised  in  this 
country  without  much  expense.  Indian 
corn  can  be  bought  for  fifty-cents  a 
barrel,  about  five  bushels.  Pork,  in  the 
hog,  is  advertised  at  seventy-five  cents 
per  hundred  weight.  Considering  that 
this  abundance  is  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  us,  and  that  there  is  a  wagon 
way  from  our  Station  to  Fort  Osage, 
seventy-eight  miles  of  the  distance,  you 
need  be  under  very  little  apprehension 
of  our  suffering  in  this  unsettled  region 
for  want  of  food. 

On  our  return,  having  been  absent 
twenty-three  days,  we  found  our  Mission 
family  all  dwelling  in  tents,  and  suffer- 
ing much  from  the  ague  and  fever. 
From  that  day  to  this,  the  siekness  has 
not  diminished.  But  one  brother  and 
two  sisters  have  escaped  the  disease. 
Our  five  hired  men  have  all  been  sick, 
and  one  of  them  now  lies  apparently 
at  the  point  of  death.  The  second  day 
after  my  return  from  the  Missouri,  I 
■was  attacked  violently  with  the  fever. 
It  raged  for  eight  days,  some  of  which 
were  days  of  much  suffering.  Since 
the  eighth  day,  I  have  been  convales- 
cent ;  but  am  still  feeble.  Both  of  my 
children  have  been  sick,  but  are  now 
recovering.  This  is  an  uncommonly 
sickly  season  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  country.  The  sickness  is  attributed 
to  the  many  floods  which  have  rapidly 
succeeded  each  other  in  the  course  of 
the  summer.  On  the  Missouri,  very 
few  of  the  inhabitants  have  escaped 
sickness.  From  one  settlement  of 
sixty  families,  situated  on  low  ground, 
fifty  seven  families  removed  on  account 
of  the  immense  quantities  of  standing 
water  in  its  vicinity.  Another  village  of 
considerable  note  was  entirely  desert- 
ed, the  inhabitants  having  fled  to  high- 
er ground.  Roads  long  travelled  have 
been  overflowed,  and  cornfields,  in  ma- 
ny instances,  are  still  covered  with  water. 

In  consequence  of  sickness,  we  have 
proceeded  very  slowly  in  our  improvp- 
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ments.  We  hav  e  removed  most  of  our 
goods  to  the  station,  cut  our  winter's 
forage,  erected  a  large  store-house,  and 
finished  one  of  our  dwelling-houses. 

You  have  doubtless  heard  of  my 
trials  in  the  loss  of  my  companion.  It 
is  true — she  who  once  delighted  my 
eyes,  lessened  my  cares,  soothed  my 
sorrows,  bore  my  burdens,  and  proved 
a  staff  in  my  right  hand,  is  no  more. 
She  has  gone,  and  left  me  with  my 
little  ones  mourning.  But  the  Lord 
hath  done  it ;  therefore,  quiet  thyself, 
O  my  soul  ! 


Mr.  Sprague  to  his  Brother  in 
Brooklyn. 

In  a  letter,  dated  the  20th  of 
August,  Mr.  Sprague' gives  the 
following  brief  description  of 
the  site,  which  had  been  chosen 
for  the  Missionary  establish- 
ment : — 

Were  1  to  speak  in  suitable  terms  of 
our  site,  you  would  accuse  me  of 
exaggerating.  Our  buildings  will  be 
erected  on  the  river's  bank,  but  suffi- 
ciently remote  to  give  us  a  spacious  and 
handsome  green  in  front.  In  the  rear, 
we  have  a  vast  prairie,  covered  with 
grass  from  three  to  four  feet  in  height, 
and  yielding,  in  its  uncultivated  state, 
from  one  and  a  half  to  two  tons  of  hay 
per  acre.  On  either  side  of  us,  we 
have  good  timber  in  great  plenty. 
We  have,  also,  near  at  hand,  an 
excellent  spring  of  water,  stone  coal, 
lime  stone,  and  clay  of  the  first  quality 
for  making  bricks.  Our  Mill-seat  is 
about  a  mile  below  us,  and  directly 
opposite  to  the  United  States'  trading 
house,  which  was  commenced  in  July, 
and  which  is  to  be  completed  by  the 
first  of  next  month.  We  are  within 
fifteen  miles  of  the  Great  Osage  Village. 

In  relation  to  tiie  prospect  of 
establishing  a  school  for  the 
Indian  children.  Mr.  Sprague 

remarks  : — 
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The  Indians  appear  very  friendly. 
They  frequently  visit  us ;  and  we  feel 
the  assurance,  that  some  of  their  child- 
ren will  be  sent  to  us,  as  soon  as  Ave  are 
able  to  accommodate  them.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams the  interpreter  talks  of  giving  us 
his  little  daughter,  who  can  speak  both 
the  English  and  the  Osage  languages, 
and  who,  of  course,  would  be  of  great 
help  to  us. 

TUSCARORA  MISSION. 

Rev.  Mr.  Crane  to  the  Domestic 
Secretary. 
Tuscarora  Village,  A "ov.  17,  1821. 

Beau  Sir — The  accounts  I  gave  you 
in  May  and  June  last,  of  the  attention 
of  the  Indian  youth,  excited,  as  I  ex- 
pected they  would,  the  hope  that  the 
information  from  this  station  would 
continue  to  be  of  the  most  encouraging 
nature.  It  was  our  heart's  desire  and 
prayer,  that  it  might  be  so.  But,  my 
Dear  Sir,  we  prosper,  and  our  flock 
thrives,  only  when  our  dearest  Lord  is 
pleased  to  smile.  We  find  that  he  is 
often  pleased  to  bless  us  by  trying  our 
faith  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  by  exciting 
our  hopes,  and  encouraging  our  hearts. 
We  know  that  all  our  success  depends 
upon  our  living  and  labouring  with  sim- 
ple dependence  upon  him  ;,  and  we  do 
hope,  that  all  who  feel  interested  in  our 
labours,  will  have  their  eyes  and  their 
hopes  fixed  upon  him,  rather  than  upon 
us,  his  obscure  and  dependent  instru- 
ments. 

I  observed  in  my  last,  that  some  of 
our  youth  were  still  serious  ;  but  that, 
during  the  summer,  they  had  been 
placed  in  disadvantageous  circumstan- 
ces, and  that  the  members  of  the 
Church  were  not  so  active  and  useful 
as  they  had  been.  Their  concern  for 
the  salvation  of  souls  had  considerably 
declined,  and  this  declension  had  pro- 
duced an  unfavourable  effect  upon 
others.  But,  since  we  have  been  living 
in  Ifie  village,  a  most  encouraging  altera- 
tion ;has  taken  place.  Our  Sabbath 
School,  Conferences,  and  Prayer  Meet- 
ings, have  be'jn   regularly  attended. 


The  Christian  Indians  have  become 
more  attentive  to  our  Conferences,  and 
their  anxiety  for  the  conversion  of 
others,  is  evidently  reviving  ;  although 
they  do  not  yet  evince  as  much  solici- 
tude as  is  desirable.  But,  among  our 
dear  youth,  a  work  has  commenced, 
and  appears  to  be  progressing,  which 
promises  the  most  happy  results.  But 
a  short  time  since,  some  of  our  most 
intelligent  young  men  were  addicted 
to  the  most  degrading  and  ruinous 
vices  ;  and  others  were  distinguished  for 
their  levity  and  their  almost  inveterate 
stupidity  about  their  future  destiny. 
Now  there  are  many,  whose  anxieiy 
for  the  salvation  of  their  souls  is  en- 
couraging, and  gives  us  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  spirit  of  God  is,  at  least, 
affording  his  word  and  their  consciences 
some  assistance.  But,  there  are  four 
young  men,  now  the  most  intelligent, 
industrious,  and  promising,  of  any  in 
the  Tribe,  who  are  under  the  most 
pungent  conviction  of  their  sins.  In 
these,  the  sovereign,  discriminating 
grace  and  power  of  God  are  displayed. 
It  is  not  long  since  all  of  them  were 
intemperate.  It  is  but  a  short  time 
since  three  of  them  were  seen,  by  my- 
self, reeling  with  intoxication  through 
the  village.  Now,  they  are  evidently 
"  inquiring  the  way  to  Zion,  with  their 
faces  thitherward.'"  Lately,  they  were 
full  of  envy,  jealousy,  and  every  per- 
nicious passion  ;  now,  in  all  our  meet- 
ings, we  see  enough  to  make  us  ex- 
claim— How  these  dear  youth  love 
one  another !  The  aged  Cusick,  who 
has  been  interpreter  here  for  twenty 
years,  called  at  my  house  a  few  days 
since,  and,  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, remarked — "  I  never  saw  such 
times  in  our  nation  before.  All  is 
peace!    All  are  united  !" 

At  present,  the  exercises  in  the  Tribe 
are  as  follows  :— On  the  Sabbath,  the 
ordinary  preaching  and  the  Sabbath 
School  :  During  the  week,  a  meeting 
of  the  youth  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
closing the  state  of  their  minds  to  each 
of  her.  conversing  on  religious  subject?  , 
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and  prayiqg  together  ;  a  meeting  of  tlie 
youth  and  all  who  wish  to  attend,  de- 
signed to  be  a  Conference,  in  which  I 
give  instruction,  and  interrogate  them 
individually ;  a  Conference  of  the 
members  of  the  Church  ;  and  a  Singing 
School. 

Such  is  the  state  of  this  dear  people 
now.  As  I  stated  above,  many  are  se- 
rious. But  we  must  suppose  that  some 
are  induced  to  reflect  upon  their  state 
through  the  example  of  others,  and  we 
are  apprehensive  that  their  excitement 
may  subside  without  any  happy  termi- 
nation. Yet,  we  hope  to  have  reason  to 
send  you  gratifying  intelligence  from  this 
station  for  many  months  to  come.  We 
wish  you  to  expect  much  ;  but  not 
from  us,  nor  our  fidelity  ;  but  from  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  from  your  prayers  for 
us  and  our  interesting  people. 

SENECA  MISSION. 

Rev.  Mr.  Harris  to  the  Domestic 
Secretary. 
Seneca  Mission  House, 

Nov.  24,  1821. 

Dear  Sir — You  have  probably  un- 
derstood before  this,  tlM  we  arrived  at 
our  place  of  destination,  on  the  29th  of 
the  last  month.  We  have  indeed,  Sir, 
the  greatest  reason  for  gratitude  to  our 
Covenant  God,  for  his  merciful  Provi- 
dence to  us  during  a  journey  so  long, 
and  generally  so  fatiguing.  We  found 
the  Mission  family  all  in  good  health, 
excepting  Mrs.  Young,  who  had  lately 
been  so  severely  attacked  with  the 
bilious  fever,  that  the  family  had  very 
serious  apprehensions  as  to  the  result. 
They  were  anxiously  awaiting  our  ar- 
rival, and  humbly  trusting  that  their 
minister  had  been  sent  in  answer  to 
prayer. 

The  house  which  the  Society  had 
given  orders  to  erect,  I  found  already 
begun.  Brother  Young  has  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost,  to  have  it  com- 
pleted for  our  accommodation  ;  and  a 
gracious  Providence  has  wonderfully 
furthered  our  plans.    If  the  same  gra- 


cious Providence  continue  to  bestow 
his  favours,  the  desire  of  the  Board,  of 
having  their  Missionary  accommodated 
with  a  house  this  winter,  will  be  reali- 
zed. It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  regret, 
that  the  orders  for  the  building  had  not 
been  given  a  month  or  two  earlier. 
The  season  has  now  so  far  advanced, 
that  the  roads  have  become  very  bad, 
and  suitable  workmen  very  scarce. 
The  building,  consequently,  goes  on 
with  a  comparatively  slow  step,  and 
the  amount  of  expenses  is  considerably 
augmented.  The  house,  however,  will 
most  probably  be  completed  for  our 
entrance  in  about  two  weeks  from  this 
dale.  At  present,  we  are  accommoda- 
ted in  Brother  Young's  house,  although 
much  crowded. 

You  have,  enclosed,  the  Journal  of  the 
Mission,  from  the  time  of  our  arrival 
to  the  17th  instant.  You  will  find  in  it 
some  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
we  were  received  and  welcomed  by 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Tribe. 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  SENECA  MISSION, 

From  ike  4th  to  the  17 Ih  of  November. 

Sabbalh,  November  4. — We  met  with 
the  natives  to  day,  for  the  first  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  public  worship,  since 
our  arrival.  The  place  of  meeting,  at 
present,  is  the  council  house.  The 
congregation  was  very  attentive  during 
service,  to  the  subject  treated  of:  much 
more  so,  than  could  have  been  expected 
from  persons  so  ignorant,  and  so  unac- 
customed to  discipline.  We  were  a 
little  incommoded,  during  service,  by 
the  occasional  laughter  of  one  of  the 
natives,  and  the  more  so,  as  it  proceeded 
from  one  whose  opportunities  of  im- 
provement seemed  to  wrarrant  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  different  line  of  conduct  . 
This  person  has  been  at  school  at  differ- 
ent places,  and  has  acquired  some  infor- 
mation. He  talks  English  fluently.  His 
ideas  of  elevating  the  character  and 
improving  the  condition  of  his  country- 
men, appear  to  be  at  variance  with  the 
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plan  of  this  establishment,  in  as  much  as 
he  supposes  that  his  nation,  especially 
the  rising  generation,  can  never  be 
properly  instructed,  unless  they  are  sent 
from  home.  His  advice,  therefore,  is  in 
coincidence  with  those  who  would  wish 
his  people  to  remove  from  their  present 
place  of  residence,  and  embody  them- 
selves somewhere  in  the  Wilderness, 
and  there  send  their  children  back  for 
the  sake  of  improvement.  He  is  not, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  Gospel  pro- 
fessedly— only  to  the  plan  pursued  by 
the  Board. 

Monday,  November  5. — Met  with  the 
natives  at  four  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  the  monthly  concert  of 
prayer.  None  of  the  Mission  family 
attended  but  myself.  Thirteen  persons 
assembled,  and  attentively  listened  to 
what  was  said  in  respect  to  what  was 
doing  in  the  World,  for  the  welfare  of 
immortal  souls.  I  can  truly  say,  it  was 
refreshing  to  my  soul  to  meet  with  these 
ignorant  people,  and  by  prayer  and 
supplication  commend  them  to  that  God 
who  can  pity  the  poor  and  the  destitute. 
For  certainly  if  there  were  ever  a 
pitiable  people,  this  is  that  people. 

Thursday,  November  8. — Met  in  coun- 
cil this  day  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  tribe 
at  Mr.  Young's  house.  The  Chiefs 
pretty  generally  attended.  When  I 
entered  the  chamber  where  they  were 
sitting, all  appeared  grave  and  attentive. 
Little  Johnson  was  speaking.  He  ap- 
peared grave,  manly,  and  eloquent- 
After  considerable  conference  among 
themselves  ;  they  remarked,  that  they 
were  assembled  in  consequence  of  some 
information  before  derived  from  me : 
that  the  Good  Society  at  New-York 
had  sent  them  a  talk,  to  which  they 
supposed  no  answer  was  required  ;  and 
that  they  were  now  ready  to  attend  to 
the  counsel  which  might  be  given  to 
them  by  the  Society.  I  then  asked 
whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them 
if  we  should  ask  a  blessing  of  the  Great 
Spirit  upon  our  meeting.  They  an- 
swered that  it  would.  After  prayer  the 
first  talk  from  the  Board  was  read, 


consisting  of  a  letter  of  introduction 
for  their  Missionary  and  his  wife  to  the 
Chiefs.  This  was  succeeded  by  another, 
addressed  to  the  Chiefs,  in  answer  to 
the  one  sent  to  the  Board  requesting  a 
teacher  for  their  brethren  at  Tonewanta. 
After  these  papers  had  been  read  and 
explained,  Pollard  rose  and  said, — that 
they  owed  ten  thousand  thanks  to  their 
minister  for  so  patiently  explaining  the 
good  talk,  and  to  the  Good  Society  for 
sending  it  :  but  that  a  Messenger  was 
present  from  Tonewanta,  and  that  if  I 
would  retire  for  a  few  minutes,  until 
they  had  cleared  the  way,  as  they  ex- 
pressed it,  and  fully  heard  the  news 
which  had  now  reached  them,  they 
would  then  be  prepared  to  return  an 
answer. 

After  entering  the  chamber  the  second 
time — Pollard  again  rose  and  said,  that 
we  owed  great  thanks  to  the  Great 
Spirit  that  we  had  been  spared  in  health 
and  safety  to  see  each  other's  face,  and 
that  they  owed  much  to  the  Society  for 
their  good  talk  and  thousand  thanks  to 
their  minister  for  so  satisfactorily  ex- 
plaining it  to  them.  He  said,  that 
though  the  Society  had  not  sent  a 
minister  as  soon  as  they  at  first  promised, 
yet  that  they  rejoiced  to  learn,  that,  as 
soon  as  he  could  be  prepared,  he  had 
come  to  devote  his  life  to  their  good. 
According  to  the  request  of  the  Good 
Society  they  promised  faithfully  to 
receive  and  love  their  minister,  and  to 
protect  him  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 
They  understood  that  it  was  his  business 
to  explain  to  them  the  Gospel  of  (he 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  contained  in  the  good 
book.  They  promised  to  listen  with  all 
possible  attention  to  the  explanations, 
w  hich  should  from  time  to  time  be  made 
from  the  word  of  God  for  their  best  good 
and  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  They 
rejoiced  he  said  to  learn  that  they  and 
the  Board,  were  even  minded,  in  the 
business  which  so  deeply  interested 
their  brethren  at  Tonewanta.  They  had 
sent  to  the  Board,  requesting  their 
counsel  on  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  advising  their  brethren  to  join  in  any 
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agreement,  with  people  of  a  different 
denomination  :  and  they  have  now 
coincided  in  opinion  with  them,  that  it 
would  not  be  best  to  receive  teachers 
irom  any  other  denomination,  but  all  to 
observe  the  same  way  : — This  he  re- 
marked was  very  satisfactory  to  their 
minds  ;  and  they  were  willing  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  teacher  which  had 
been  promised  them  in  the  talk  just  read 
to  them. 

Finally,   they  wished  to   make  a 
request  of  their  minister  in  order  to 
clear  their  minds  of  a  difficulty  which 
still  rested  upon  them.     It  was  this  : 
-Their  nation,  they  said,  wras  at  present 
divided  into  two  strong  parties.  The 
Pagans  were  much  enraged,  because 
their  nation  was  about  leaving  the  rights 
and  customs  of  their  forefathers  for  the 
new  way.    Now  as  they  suppose  that 
the  Society  had  empowered  me  to 
instruct  them  fully  on  all  points  that 
interested  their  spiritual  welfare,  they 
wished  to  know  in  what  manner,  the 
rising  generation  of  their  own  party 
were  to  be  protected  in  their  religious 
rights    and     privileges,    against  the 
Pagans,  should  they  be  disposed  to  be 
troublesome.    I  replied  that  the  Board 
had  not  empowered  me  to  satisfy  their 
minds  on  the  belief,  that  they  should 
not  meet  with  difficulty  in  embracing 
the  Gospe.l  of  the  Son  of  God,  but  that  I 
might  injustice  say  that  I  had  no  doubt 
they  would  afford  them  all  the  assistance 
in  their  power,  by  advice  and  direction 
in  their  reception  of  the  truth.  The 
most  they  could  do  in  this  respect,  I 
observed,  was  to  send  them  a  minister, 
to  endeavour  to  direct  their  feet  in  the 
way  that  leads  to  life  everlasting,  and 
to  point  them  to  the  "  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,"'  who  is  now  exalted  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  unto 
Israel  and  remission  of  sins  ;  "  to  whom 
all  power  is  given  in  heaven  and  in 
earth      and  who  could  therefore  pro- 
tect them  and  their  children  against  all 
those  who  should  rise  up  against  them. 
Hence  they  saw  the  necessity  of  looking 
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to  this  Saviour  immediately  for  help  and 
consolation ;  for  he  has  declared  that "  he 
that  believeth  in  him  shall  be  saved.'"' 
Good  David  has  also  said  "  I  once  was 
young  I  now  am  old,  yet,  never  saw 
I  the  righteous  forsaken,  or  his  seed 
begging  bread." 

They  here  expressed  their  gratitude 
to  their  minister,  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  explained  to  them,  where 
they  are  to  look  for  protection  and 
salvation.  They  knew  that  the  Saviour 
was  almighty.  They  could  read  it  in 
the  Good  Book  ;  and  by  the  help  of 
the  Lord  they  would  endeavour  so 
to  do. 

On  the  subject  of  sending  a  teacher 
to  Toneivanta,  they  remarked,  that  it' 
the  Society  could  send  their  people, 
there,  a  letter  promising  a  teacher, 
signed  with  the   approbation   of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Secretary  at  "V\  ar.  they  supposed  that  ii 
would  be  abundantly  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  minds'of  the  Pagan  party,  and  cause 
them  to  be  silent.    This  they  thought, 
would  cause  them  to  think  they  were 
not  imposed  upon,  by  the  avaricious 
whites.    To  this  I  replied,  that  I  held 
in  my  hand  a  letter  from  the  Depart' 
ment  of  loar,  stating,  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  approve  of  these  societies  send- 
ing teachers  among  the  Indians ;  that 
an  annual  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
had  been  appropriated. for  the  purpose 
of  teaching  the  Indians  the  ways  of 
white  people,  and  that  this  money  should 
be   applied   through   the  medium  of 
benevolent  and  religious  societies.  I 
remarked,  that  if  their  brethren  request- 
ed it,  a  copy  of  this  letter  might  be 
sent  to  them,  in  order  that  their  minds 
might  be  satisfied  that  this  was  not  a 
"  cunningly  devised"  scheme  to  deceive 
them ;  and  that  they  might  see  that  it  was 
the  very  plan  which  Government  had 
resolved  to  carry  into  execution.  This, 
they  said,  was  the  very  thing  they  had 
wanted  all  along,  and  they  were  rejoiced 
at  the  good  new  s.    A  copy  of  the  letter 
was  accordingly  sent. 

Sabbath.  November  11, — After  service 
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this  day,  invited  Seneca  White,  and  John 
Seneca  his  brother,  both  chiefs,  to  come 
home  with  me  from  church,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  religious  conversation. 
These  individuals  appear  to  be  the 
most  serious  in  the  nation.  I  commen- 
ted my  conversation  by  telling  them 
the  reason  why  I  had  invited  them  home 
with  me  ;  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that 
they  would  not  be  backward  in  telling 
me  their  views  and  feelings  in  regard 
to  the  Saviour.  White  replied  that  he 
would  speak  for  himself,  and  his  brother 
should  answer  for  himself.  I  then  asked 
him  if  he  sometimes  felt  his  need  of 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  as  a  Saviour  of 
poor  sinners  ?  Whether  he  believed  that 
God  would  one  day  call  him  to  an 
account  for  all  the  deeds  of  the  body 
whether  they  be  good  or  whether  they 
be  evil  ? — Whether  or  not  he  was  de- 
pending upon  his  prayers  or  his  good- 
ness for  acceptance  with  God  ?  And 
whether  he  believed  that  his  sins  could 
ever  be  forgiven  except  through  the 
merits  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  To  which 
he  replied  in  substance  as  follows  : — 
"  In  his  younger  days,  in  looking  around 
him  and  seeing  so  many  of  his  neigh- 
bours, white  as  well  as  red  men,  addict- 
ed to  improper  and  sinful  practices — 
some  getting  drunk,  others  disobedient 
to  parents,  others  gambling,  he.  he. — 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  abstain 
from  these  things,  and  to  act  justly  and 
uprightly  with  all,  so  far  as  it  was  in 
his  power.  He  had  seen  the  great 
misery  to  which  such  conduct  had 
brought  others.  In  looking  back  upon 
the  path  which  he  himself  had  trodden 
he  had  some  sorrow,  because  he  found 
that  nothing  that  he  did  could  merit 
any  thing  at  the  hands  of  God.  He 
well  knew  that  sin  was  mixed  with  all 
his  actions.  He  believed  that  Christ 
was  almighty,  and  was  persuaded  that 
through  him  alone  he  must  be  pardoned. 
It  should  be  his  aim  continually  to 
listen  to  the  word  preached."  He  clo- 
sed by  expressing  his  hope  "  that  our 
lives  might  be  spared  to  be  a  great 
blessing  to  his  people,  and  that  God 
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,  would  bless  our  exertions  and  counsels 
for  their  best  good." 

John  Seneca  answered  also,  u  that  he 
was  of  the  same  mind  with  his  brother 
in  all  that  he  had  said.  He  felt  himself 
a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  was 
resolved,  so  far  as  the  Great  Spirit 
should  give  him  strength,  to  seek  the 
way  of  Salvation  laid  down  in  the  word 
of  God.  He  believed  that  the  Saviour 
had  died  for  our  sins,  and  that  he  is 
able  to  save  those  that  put  their  trust  in 
him.  In  this  whole  business  he  and  his 
brother  were  of  one  mind."  After 
some  plain  and  solemn  admonitions  we 
knelt  down  and  commended  them  to 
God  and  the  word  of  his  grace,  wrhich 
is  able  to  save  their  souls. 

Thursday,  JYov.  15.— Met  with  the 
Chiefs  in  council  at  our  house.  They 
requested  me  to  overlook  the  circular 
letter  which  had  been  sent  to  Tonewan- 
ta,  but  the  Chiefs  there  did  not  quite 
understand  the  meaning  of  it,  and  they 
wished  a  further  explanation.  They 
said  that  they  were  going  to  a  council 
at  Jackstown,  and  expected  to  see  some 
of  the  pagan  party  of  Tonewanta,  and 
they  would  then  explain  it  to  them  also. 
After  their  request  had  been  complied 
with,  they  appeared  entirely  satisfied, 
and  departed.  It  appears  that  the 
Christian  party  at  Tonewanta,  have  re- 
solved to  comply  with  the  advice  which 
had  been  sent  by  the  messenger,  and 
are  resolved  to  wait  for  a  teacher  from 
the  Board. 

Saturday,  JVov.  17. — The  Chiefs  met 
at  the  mission  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  me  interpret  to  them  a  letter, 
lately  received  from  Oneida,  on  the 
subject  of  the  deputation,  which  had 
been  sent  on  to  the  Westward  some 
time  since,  respecting  their  removal. 
The  particulars  were  not  mentioned. 
They  also  solicited  me  to  write  to  the 
Onondagas  at  old  Onondaga  village,  in 
behalf  of  the  Onondagas  on  this  Reser- 
vation, desiring  them  to  inform  the 
Governor,  that  they  would  meet  him  in 
council  some  time  this  winter,  respect 
ing  their  own  national  concern*. 


UxVITED  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETYJ 


281 


INDIAN  DEPUTATION 

We  have  alluded,  in  page  268, 
to  the  arrival  of  a  deputation 
from  several  of  the  Indian  tribes 
in  the  vicinity  of  Council  Bluffs. 
Of  this  deputation,  consisting  of 
fifteen  persons,  three  belong  to 
the  Grand  Pawnees,  three  to 
the  Pawnees  Republic,  three  to 
the  Pawnees  Loups,  one  to  the 
Omaha ws,  two  to  the  Kansas, 
and  three  to  the  Ottoes. 

The  names  of  the  Chiefs  and 
Warriors,  so  far  as  we  could 
collect  them  from  the  Interpre- 
ter are  as  follows  : — 

Grand  Pawnees,  Sarretarish, 
(head  man  of  his  nation)  his 
brother,  and  young  Kiskie. — 
Pawnees  Republic,  Ishkatapie, 
and  Teragouteraheki.  Pawnees 
Loups,  Terrekatawaha,  Lara- 
whakou,  and  Ashoukout.  0 ma- 
haws,  Big  Elk.  Kansas,  White 
Plume,  and  Eagle.  Otlocs,  Allc- 
ton.  Missouri  Tribe,  Schesho- 
winyc.  In  spelling  these  names, 
we  have  followed  the  sound,  as 
given  by  the  Interpreter, 

The  three  sections  of  the 
Pawnees  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage, have  their  towns  situated 
within  three  or  four  miles  of  each 
other,  comprise  a  population  of 
10,000,  a'nd  reside  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  South- 
west of  Council  Bluffs. 

The  Omahaws  live  about 
forty  miles  North  of  Council 
Bluffs,  and  have  a  population  of 
3,500. 

The  Kansas  live  upon  the 
margin  of  the  Kansas  River, 
and  are  about  equal  to  the  Oma- 
haws in  numbers. 

The  Ottoes  live  not  far  dis- 
tant from  the  Kansas,  and  have 
about  half  the  number  of  souls. 
Jan,  1322.  36 


Two  of  the  Missouri  Tribe 
accompanied  the  deputation  to 
Washington,  and  were  left  there 
in  consequence  of  indisposition. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Com- 
raittee  of  Missions. 

Saturday,  Dec.  15,  1821. — The  Com- 
mittee met  at  half  past  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 
by  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

Present,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler, 
Chairman,  Mr.  Lewis,  Secretary,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Spring,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knox, 
Mr.  Forsyth,  and  Mr.  Heyer. 

The  following  members  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  were  present  by  invita- 
tion : — The  Rev.  Dr.  Romeyn,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Strong,  Doctor  Wilson,  Mr.  William 
Wilson,  Mr.  Havens,  Mr.  Stdioonmaker. 
and  Mr.  Lockwood. 

The  Secretary  stated,  that  a  Deputa- 
tion from  six  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the 
vicinity  of  Council  Bluffs,  consisting  of 
fourteen  chiefs  and  warriors  and  one 
female,  had  arrived  in  this  city  under 
the  care  of  Major  OTullon,  Agent  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 
thai  the  Agent  had  brought  to  him  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Lesslie  and  Giddings,  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Board 
to  visit  the  tribes  to  which  these  chiefs 
and  warriors  belong  ;  that,  on  an  inter- 
view between  the  Age  jit  and  himself, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Committee,  and 
as  many  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Board  as  could  attend,  should  hold  a 
council  with  the  Indians  at  their  lodg- 
ings at  2  o'clock  this  day  ;  and  that  he 
had  prepared  a  Talk  for  the  occasion, 
which  he  would  then  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee. 

The  Talk  was  then  read  and  adopted  ; 
and,  after  prayer  by  the  Chairman,  the 
Committee,  accompanied  by  the  other 
members  of  the  Board,  proceeded  to 
the  City  Hotel  in  Broadway.  Having 
been  introduced  to  the  Agent,  they  were 
conducted  to  the  Council  Chamber 
The  Agent,  addressing  himself  to  the 
Chiefs,  then  paid—"  These  are  the  men 
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who  sent  the  Missionaries  to  the  Osagcs. 
They  have  come  to  deliver  a  Talk  to 
you.  I  wish  you  to  listen  to  it  atten- 
tively ;  and  when  you  have  considered 
it,  reply  to  it  according  to  the  honest 
feelings  of  your  hearts." 

The  following  talk  was  then  deli- 
vered : — 

"  Brothers. — About  four  years  ago, 
raany  good  men  in  this  city  formed  a 
Society  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  good 
-hings  to  their  red  brethren. 

"  Brothers. — We  belong  to  this  good 
Society;  and  we  are  glad  to  see,  and 
shake  your  hands.  We  thank  the  Great 
Spirit  for  preserving  your  lives  through 
your  long  journey,  and  for  bringing  you 
to  this  city  in  health  ;  and  we  pray  that 
the  Great  Spirit  may  carry  you  home 
in  safety  to  your  wives  and  children, 
and  to  your  own  council  fires. 

"  Brothers. — We  have  sent  some  of 
our  good  brothers  and  sisters  to  live 
among  the  Osages  on  Grand  River,  and 
others  to  live  among  the  Osages  on  the 
Osage  River.  Our  brothers  will  teach 
the  Osage  men  how  to  cultivate  the 
ground,  and  raise  cattle  and  all  kinds  of 
grain  for  food,  and  how  to  build  mills  to 
grind  their  corn.  They  will  also  teach 
the  Osage  people  the  mind  of  the  Great 
Spirit  from  the  good  book  which  he 
has  given.  Our  sisters  will  teach  the 
Osage  women  to  make  and  mend  clothes, 
and  prepare  food  for  their  families. 
They  will  also  teach  the  Osage  children 
to  read,  and  write,  and  keep  accounts; 
and  live  like  white  people. 

"  Brothers. — We  love  you  and  your 
tribes  as  much  as  we  do  the  Osages ; 
arid,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  your  minds,  we 
will  send  some  of  our  good  brothers  and 
sisters  to  live  among  your  people,  and 
to  teach  them  many  things  which  will 
make  them  comfortable  and  happy. 

"  Brothers.— This  is  the  Talk  which 
we  wished  to  make  to  you.  We  do  not 
want  your  lands.  We  hope  you  will 
believe  that  we  are  your  friends,  and 
that  all  we  wish  to  do  for  your  people, 
is  for  their  good.  Your  Great  Father, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  ajid. 


the  great  War  Chief,  and  your  Father. 
Major  O'Fallon,  who  conducted  you 
here,  all  know  us,  and  love  all  that  we 
do  for  the  good  of  our  red  brethren." 

After  some  consultation  among  the 
Chiefs,  White  Plume,  the  principal 
Chief  of  the  Kansas  Tribe,  came  for- 
ward, took  the  Secretary  by  the  hand, 
in  token  of  friendship,  and  addressed 
the  Committee  as  follows  : — 

"  Brothers. — We  are  Chiefs  and  War  - 
riors of  different  tribes.  I  will  speak  for 
the  whole. 

"  Brothers. — We  have  long  since  been 
told,  that  the  red  men  would  one  day 
live  like  white  men,  and  have  houses 
and  food  like  them. 

"  Brothers. — These  things  are  long 
coming  to  pass.  I  wish  it  was  so.  I  am 
now  growing  old,  and  have  not  seen  it. 

"  Brothers.— We  like  your  Talk.  We 
must  consult  our  Chiefs  and  Brothers  at 
home.  We  cannot  now  act  for  them. 
We  will  tell  them  your  Talk,  and  send 
you  word. 

"  Brothers. — We  came  to  Washington 
to  see  our  Grand  Father,  the  President, 
and  he  told  us  to  come  on  to  this  place. 
We  thank  you  for  praying  that  the 
Great  Spirit  may  preserve  us  on  our 
long  journey  home." 

The  Secretary  replied  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee — 

"  Brothers. — We  are  satisfied  with 
your  Talk.  We  wish  you  to  consult 
your  Chiefs  and  Brothers  at  home." 

White  Plume  again  came  forward  and 
said — 

"  Brothers. — We  thank  you  once  more 
for  praying  to  the  Great  Spirit  that  we 
may  be  preserved  and  carried  home  in 
safety  to  our  wives  and  children." 

The  Committee  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  shook  hands  with  all 
the  Chiefs  and  Warriors,  and  then  re- 
tired. 

Messrs.  Lesslie  and  Giddwgs  to  the 
Domestic  Secretary. 

In  a  letter  dated  at  St.  Lou- 
is, Nov.  3,  18121,  these  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  been  appointed 
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by  the  Board  to  explore  the  In- 
dian country,  write  as  follows : 

••  We  were  providentially  prevented 
from  fulfilling  our  mission  this  season  ; 
but  the  cause  of  our  disappointment  is 
most  favourable  to  the  designs  of  the 
United  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
At  the  expense  of  Government,  the 
Chiefs  of  those  nations  are  on  their  way 
to  New- York,  where  the  Committee  of 
the  Society  can  have  an  interview  with 
them.  No  means  could  have  been  cho- 
sen, so  effectually  to  prepare  these  na- 
tions for  receiving  and  protecting  a 
Mission  Family,  as  their  visit  to  the  east. 
Surely  the  Lord  hath  ordered  it. 

"  In  our  last,  we  suggested  a  mission 
to  the  Sacks  and  Foxes,  but  it  is  our 
opinion  that  the  Pawnees  claim  your 
first  attention  ;  because,  they  are  nume- 
rous, and  very  respectable  among  the 
neighbouring-  nations  :  and  to  a  station 
among  them,  the  Omahaws  andOttoes, 
who  constantly  live  in  amity  with  them, 
would  send  their  children.  And  a  mis- 
sion there  would  open  the  way  for  sta- 
tions among  the  powerful  nations  far- 
ther up  the  Missouri.  From  it  also,  the 
troops  at  Council  Bluffs  might  receive 
some  religious  instruction  ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved, by  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  assistance  might  be  obtained 
from  the  troops  to  erect  the  first  build- 
ings, and  enclose  a  field. 

"  The  Pawnees  feel  and  acknowledge 
their  dependence  on  God.  A  man,  who 
lias  often  witnessed  it,  informed  us,  that, 
in  their  public  feasts,  before  they  eat,  a 
man,  venerable  for  age,  asks  a  blessing, 
and  thanks  God  for  success  in  hunting, 
for  the  meat  they  are  about  to  eat,  for 


the  drink,  and  for  the  wood,  which 
makes  a  fire  to  cook  their  provisions,  &.c. 

"  Though  the  Pawnees  are  considered 
barbarous,  yet  they  respect  Americans. 
They  are  not  contaminated  with  our 
vices ;  nor,  has  the  conduct  of  the 
whites  prejudiced  them  against  our  re- 
ligion. In  proof  of  this  we  mention  the 
following  fact.  We  invited  them  to  at- 
tend meeting  on  the  Sabbath.  They  all 
came,  except  two  who  were  sick.  After 
service  we  informed  them,  that  we  had 
prayed  that  God  would  be  with  them  on 
their  journey  to  the  east,  and  protect 
them  and  bring  them  back  to  their 
friends  in  the  west  in  good  health. 
When  they  retired,  they  expressed  great 
apprehensions  that  the  sick  men  would 
never  return,  because  they  were  not 
present  to  have  the  ministers  pray  for 
them.  This  fact  shows,  that  they  are 
much  better  prepared  to  receive  a  mis- 
sion than  those  nations  who  have  more 
intercourse  with  white  people.  It  calls 
upon  you  to  send  the  gospel  to  them, 
before  that  wretched  horde,  on  our 
frontiers,  who  are  ever  flying  from  the 
abodes  of  civilization,  reach  their  vici- 
nity, and  prejudice  them  against  our 
holy  religion. 

"  A  gentleman  from  Kentucky  asked 
an  Ottoe  chief  to  let  him  take  and  edu- 
cate one  of  his  children.  The  chief  re- 
plied, It  is  too  far  to  send  my  son,  but 
come  to  my  town,  and  Lwill  not  hesi- 
tate a  moment  to  place  my  children  un- 
der your  care. 

"  That  these  Indians  are  gone  from 
their  villages  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
will  secure  the  constant  attendance  of 
their  children  while  their  parents  are 
gone." 


foreign  Intelligence, 

From  the  London  Missionary  Chronicle,  for  November,  1821. 

INDIA.    Calcutta.  embarked  on  board  the  Moira  with  my 

Letter  from  Mr.  Keith,  on  e  of  the  Mis-  colleague  Mr.  Townley,  destined  foe 

sionarics  at  Calcutta,  dated  20th  April,  this  city,  where  we  arrived  in  Septem- 

1821.  ber  1816.    Here  we  have  been  enabled 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir,  to  preach  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the 

Tt  is  just  five  vears  to-dav  since  1  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  to  our 
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fellow  creatures  every  week,  not  only 
without  interruption,  but,  I  trust,  with 
some  decree  of  success.  We  have  not 
had  that  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  on 
our  English  congregation  which  we 
could  have  wished  ;  but  yet  the  Lord 
lias  not  left  us  to  labour  in  vain,  for 
there  are  some  in  the  congregation 
whose  eyes  the  Lord  has  opened,  and 
they  can  say  "  one  thing  ive  know, 
that  whereas  we  were  blind,  now  we 
see." 

The  English  congregation  not  only 
assist  us  with  their  substance  but  with 
their  prayers ;  and  a  few  have  come 
forward  to  labour  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. Two  have  given  themselves 
wholly  to  the  work  ;  two  others,  who 
retain  their  situations,  employ  their 
respective  talents  in  making  the  Saviour 
known,  one  of  them  in  Bengalee,  and 
the  other  in  English,  on  sabbath,  and 
through  the  week  when  business  per- 
mits. 

Union  Chapel,  being  so  far  completed 
as  to  admit  divine  service  to  be  held 
within  its  walls,  was  opened  for  that 
purpose  on  Wednesday  the  18th  inst. 
at  half  past  seven  in  the  evening  J  and 
although  the  night  turned  out  bad,  it 
was  full,  and  the  congregation  evinced 
their  approbation  of  its  erection  by  a 
liberal  collection,  at  the  close  of  the 
service,  of  between  12  and  1300  rupees, 
or  about  £150. 

Here  is  a  house  erected  for  God,  TO 
by  52  feet  ;  constructed  so  as  to  admit 
of  a  gallery,  if  it  be  wanted.  About 
30,000  rupees,  or  the  sum  of  £3,750,  has 
been  raised  here  for  its  erection  ;  and 
among  those  who  have  given  of  their 
substance,  are  there  not  some  who  will 
pray  that  it  may  be  the  birth-place  of 
many  souls  ?  Yes,  certainly,  there  will 
some  be  found  ;  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that  some  of  the  deluded  votaries  of 
superstition  shall  11  there  begin  their 
lives  a-new  ;"  and  be  raised  up  to  pro- 
claim within  its  walls  the  glorious  Gos- 
pel of  the  blessed  Jesus  when  we  are 
no  more. 


SURAT. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Fyvie. 
Surat,  12th  Feb.  1821. 
We  have  an  amazingly  large  field  in 
Surat,  and  1  may  say,  that  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  interesting.  Our  time  is 
very  much  taken  up  in  the  translation, 
and  must  necessarily  continue  so  for 
some  years,  until  the  Scriptures  are 
finished. 

We  make  a  point  of  spending  some 
part  of  every  day  among  <he  natives 


(Vast. 

in  the  city  and  suburbs,  or  in  the  villa- 
ges around.    About  a  month  ago  I  paid 
ray  first  visit  to  the  village  of  Sunnier. 
about  nine  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Surat.    I  arrived  there  about  5  o'clock, 
and  was  conducted  to  a  seat  made  of 
mud  and  cow-dung,  such  as  are  gene- 
rally to  be  found  at  the  doors  of  Hindoo 
houses.    Here  I  sat  until    about  10 
o'clock,  reading  and  distributing  Tracts, 
and  speaking  the  word  of  the  Lord  to 
the  people.    The  moon  shone  delight- 
fully, and  I  believe  the  greater  part  of 
every  description  of   persons  in  the 
village,  came  out  to  visit  me  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  and  expressed 
themselves  much   pleased  with  what 
they  saw  and  heard.    I  spent  the  greater 
part  of  the  next  day  among  them,  an  d 
returned  to  Surat  in  the  evening,  much 
gratified  with  my  visit,  and  earnestly 
praying  that  God  would  pour  out  his 
Spirit  on  these  poor  villagers.    This  is 
the  blessing  needed  in  India  !    O  that 
British  Christians  may  give  the  Lord  no 
rest,  until  he  pour  out  his  Spirit, 
water  on  the  thirsty,  and  floods  upon 
the  dry  ground  ! 

In  this  manner  I  visit  the  village- 
about  Surat,  of  which  the  number  is 
very  great.  I  experience  much  kind- 
ness from  the  people,  and  can  truly  say 
that  I  find  great  pleasure  in  the  service  ; 
but  the  mighty  power  of  God  is  neces- 
sary fo  effect  the  great  work  on  which 
all  our  hearts  are  set. 


SOUTH  TRAVASCOR E . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  .Mr.  .Mead,  one 
of  the  .Missionaries,  to  the  Rev.  Mr 
Lewis  Islington. 

Nagurcoil,  26th  Feb.  1821. 
This  Mission  is  situated  in  a  country 
where  idolatry  is  supported  at  an  im- 
mense expense,  and  with  enthusiastic 
folly.  The  whole  country  was  formerly 
made  over  to  the  false  idol  of  their  wor- 
ship ;  and  then,  every  inch  of  ground 
we  now  tread  upon  was  devoted  to  the 
Brahmins  and  their  deities.  A  vast 
change  in  the  aspect  of  the  country 
has  taken  place  since  1807,  when  Mr. 

R  first  arrived  in  Travancore.  We 

have  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the 
tolerant  spirit  of  the  native  government, 
and  the  protecting  shield  of  the  British 
name.  The  higher  order  of  natives  are 
the  most  depraved  and  abandoned  part 
of  the  community;  "  the  poor  have 
the  Gospel  preached  unto  them."  Up- 
wards of  5,000  have  renounced  hea- 
thenism, and  no  longer  offer  sacrifice  to 
devils,  as  they  formerly  did.  They  are 
all  enjoying  the  blescin<r  of  Christian 
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instruction,  as  tar  as  we  are  able  to  at- 
tend to  their  requests  for  Schoolmasters 
or  Catechists.  We  are  constantly  visit- 
ing them,  and  preaching  the  Gospel  to 
them,  and  rendering  them  every  other 
Tssistance  in  our  power.  To  us  they 
refer  for  counsel  and  advice  in  every 
difficulty,  and  to  us  they  apply  for  re- 
dress under  every  grievance.  The  bur- 
then is  vastly  too  great,  and  we  are 
sometimes  ready  to  faint.  Hitherto, 
however,  strength  has  been  equal  to  our 
day. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  with 
several  auspicious  circumstances.  The 
arrival  of  another  fellow  labourer  ;  the 
increase  of  our  schools  and  congrega- 
tions the  erection  of  several  new  pla- 
ces of  worship  ;  greater  attendance  on 
the  Sabbath  ;  evident  increase  in  know- 
ledge ;  arfd  a  spirit  of  liberality  accord- 
ing to  the  ability  of  the  people — are 
among  our  encouragements  to  go  for- 
ward. 

Jftva  Station  at  Quilon. 
After  much  deliberation  we  have  re- 
solved to  commence  a  (Malayalim) 
branch  of  the  Mission  at  Quilon.  The 
importance  of  the  station  was  felt  to  be 
co  great,  that  we  were  all  equally  will- 
ing to  go  ;  but  brother  Smith  was  at 
length  fixed  upon,  as  the  most  proper 
person  to  make  the  trial.  We  wish  to 
have  a  chain  of  schools  on  the  high 
road,  at  the  principal  stations  from 
Arambooly  (entrance  <of  Travancore) 
to  Quilon.  the  head-quarters  of  the 
troops,  and  the  principal  abode  of  the 
British  Resident ;  but  this  will  require 
more  means  than  as  yet  wre  have  in  our 
power. 

We  have  now  20  Schools,  besides  the 
principal  Seminary  at  Nagurcoil,  where 
50  boys  are  boarded,  clothed,  and  edu- 
cated in  theTamul,  Malayalim,  Sanscrit 
and  English  languages,  and  all  particu- 
larly instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  du- 
ties of  Christianity. 

We  have  continual  applications  for 
schools  and  places  of  worship  ;  and  it 
grieves  us  to  tell  the  people,  We  cannot 
assist  you  at  preseut ;  do  your  best. 
*■*  We  are  poor  say  they,  and  can  do  but 
tittle:  your  aid  is  wanting."  We  reply 
again,  Our  funds  are  exhausted,  We  will 
write  to  our  friends  in  England  for  their 
help.  This  is  in  effect  saying,  Be  con- 
tent to  remain  alittle  longerin  ignorance ! 


BELLAHY. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  [lands,  dated 
Bellan/,  1821  ;  addressed  to  Mr.  Reeve 
whilst  he  was  at  Madras. 
O  my  brother,  you  would  be  delighted 

to  «ee  what  we  have  dtlilv  wrtrtessed  for 


several  days  past — the  large  front  veran- 
da crowded  from  ten  in  the  morning 
until  five  in  the  afternoon  with  natives 
listening  to  the  word  of  life.  Ther? 
are,  it  is  said,  from  12  to  18,000  Ryots, 
and  others,  in  Bellary,  from  the  Han- 
penelly,  Coodly,  and  other  districts, 
waiting  upon  the  Collector  for  the. 
settlement  of  their  rents,  Ike.  and  will 
continue  here  a  fortnight  longer.  I 
suppose  few,  if  any  of  them,  will  leave 
the  place  without  paying  us  a  visit. 
Had  we  a  place  as  large  as  the  Taber- 
nacle, I  believe  it  would  be  daily  filled. 

0  that  we  may  be  enabled  rightly  to 
improve  the  opportunity  afforded  us  of 
communicating  to  them  the  word  of 
life  !  The  call  for  the  sacred  scriptures, 
and  tracts,  is  greater  than  we  can  supply. 

1  trust  the  seed  we  have  now  sown  will 
prepare  the  way  for  our  more  success- 
fully itinerating,  and  preaching  the  Gos- 
pel in  these  districts  hereafter.  We 
have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  business 
of  translating  altogether  for  the  present. 
Our  Tuesday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sabbath  Meetings  are  now  crowded  : 
also,  many  seem  to  hear  with  great 
attention.  O!  for  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  attend  these  labours. 

Our  christian  friends  I  am  sure  cannot 
fail  to  be  highly  gratified  with  this 
pleasing  information.  Some  time  ago 
w  e  could  only  get  8  or  10  poor  heathens 
to  come  and  hear  us  preach  on  a  Sunday 
afternoon,  but  now  there  are  upwards 
of  70.  The  attendance  on  week-da}' 
evenings  is  equally  pleasing. 


F.ETUEN  OF  THE  FAMILIES  OF  MIS- 
SIONARIES TO  ENGLAND. 

Mrs.  Reeve,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Reeve,  one  of  the  Missionaries  at 
Bellary,  has  been  under  the  necessity 
of  returning  to  England  for  a  time,  for 
the  recovery  of  her  health.  Other 
measures  were  tried  in  vain,  and  it  wat- 
the  opinion  of  several  medical  gentle- 
men that  there  could  be  no  hope  of 
restoration  but  by  resorting  to  thi* 
expedient.  She  embarked  at  Madras, 
on  board  the  ship  Moira,  Capt.  Horn 
blow,  in  January  last,  and  on  the  nigh4 
of  the  27th  of  that  month,  it  being  dark 
and  tempestuous,  the  ship  grounded  on 
a  reef  of  rocks  off  Ceylon,  by  which  she 
was  greatly  injured.  The  "rudder  was 
struck  off,  and  the  lives  of  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  greatly  jeopardied  ;  at 
length,  however,  through  the  skill  of 
the  Captain,  and  the  blessing  of  Him 
who  rules  the  raging  of  the  sea,  the 
ship  was  got  off  into  deep  water,  and 
affpr  being  furnished  with  a  temporary 
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rudder,  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
sail  for  Bombay,  that  the  ship  might  go 
into  dock  to  have  her  damages  repaired. 
While  detained  there,  Mrs.  Reeve  was 
confined  of  a  female  infant  ;  and  from 
thence  she,  with  three  children,  arrived 
safely  in  ,  London,  during  the  past 
month. 


Mrs.  Pritchett  also,  the  widow 
of  our  invaluable  Missionary,  Mr.  E. 
Pritchett,  of  Vizagapatam,  has  been 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  India  on 
account  of  health  ;  she,  with  her  three 
fatherless  children,  embarked  at  Madras 
in  March  last,  and  after  a  tempestuous 
voyage,  during  which  one  of  her  child- 
ren died,  arrived  in  London  on  the 
t  hird  of  October. 


CHINSURAH. 

Marriage  of  Mr.  Mundy. 
Yve  are  informed  that  Mr.  Mundy, 
who  lately  went  out  as  a  Catechist  to 
Chinsurah,  has  been  united  in  marriage 
(at  Madras)  with  Miss  Cobden,  sister  of 
Mrs.  Reeve,  and  who  resided  for  some 
time  at  Bellary,  assisting  the  missionary 
cause  during  Mrs.  R's  illness. 

RUSSIA. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Knill,  St. 

Petersburgh,  July  21,  JV.  S.  1821. 
Rr.v.  and  Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  parental  kind- 
ness ;  the  Letter,  Reports,  and  Chroni- 
cles which  you  sent  by  Mr.  Rutt.  Im- 
mediately I  sent  off  extracts  from  your 
communications  to  His  Excellency 
General  Papof,  being  assured  that  they 
would  reach  the  Prince,  and  perhaps  a 
more  exalted  personage.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  received  from 
the  General : — 

"  My  dear  Sir — It  is  with  peculiar 
pleasure  I  have  received  your  very 
agreeable  letter,  containing  such  intelli- 
gence of  the  promotion  of  the  kingdom 
of  Jesus  Christ  upon  earth,  as  cannot 
fail  to  gladden  the  heart  of  every 
believer.  Receive  my  best  acknow- 
ledgements  for  your  kind  attention. 

"  You  have  given  likewise  a  real  satis- 
faction to  His  Excellency  the  Prince 
Galitzin,  who  received  this  information 
with  much  interest.  I  pray  you  have 
the  goodness  to  communicate  to  me 
from  time  to  time  such  news — relative 
to  what  passes  in  our  bad  world  to  re- 
establish there  the  kingdom  of  our 
Saviour,  by  what  degrees  the  heathen 
are  coming  to  his  saving  light,  and  are 
^iven  to  him  in  all  the  ends  of  the 
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earth.  Hoping  that  you  will  not  forget 
me  in  your  prayers  to  our  heavenly 
Father,  I  remain,  with  the  truest  Chris- 
tian love,  your  sincere  friend, 

B.  Papof." 

This  was  written  in  English  by  the 
General's  own  hand,  and  shows  you  his 
heart.  O  that  all  the  Generals  in  the 
world  were  such  Christians  as  this,  then 
they  would  fight  for  the  Great  Captain 
of  salvation  ! 


Accompanying  this  is  a  letter  which 
I  this  day  received  from  Mr.  Rahmn.  It 
was  written  in  one  of  the  dreariest  parts 
of  God's  creation  ;  but  I  was  so  struck 
with  the  exalted  piety  wThich  it  breathes, 
and  the  devotedness  to  the  work  which 
it  evinces,  that  I  could  not  but  think 
that  it  would  do  your  heart  good  to 
read  it.  Some  of  Paul's  Epistles  were 
written  in  prison  ;  so  was  John  Bun- 
yan's  Pilgrim — and  Rahmn's  letter  was 
written  in  a  place  not  far  superior ;  but 
the  unction  it  contains  is  worth  going  to 
China  for,  if  China  would  afford  it. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  May  two  per- 
sons were  admitted  as  members  of  our 
little  church — the  first  Sabbath  in  June 
one — the  first  Sabbath  in  July  one. 
IS'ext  Lord's  Supper  two  will  be  admit 
ted;  and  seven  more  are  in  a  most  de- 
lightful May,  and  will  soon  unite  with 
us.  Perhaps  there  are  others  that  I  know 
nothing  about.  The  persons  who  have 
thus  evinced  a  concern  for  their  pre- 
cious souls  are  principally  men — some 
of  them  with  large  families. 

Mr.  Stallybrass  sent  me  a  Tract  in 
manuscript  last  week,  which  we  shall 
print  for  them  immediately.  The  Russ 
which  he  first  composed,  and  from 
which  the  Mongolian  is  translated,  i« 
excellent,  as  competent  judges  say.  I 
doubt  not  that  it  is  a  good  translation. 

The  substance  of  it  is — that  the  know 
ledge  of  God  and  eternal  life  are  attain- 
able only  through  Christ  Jesus. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  has  lately  had 
an  interview  with  Sultan  Categherry  j 
and  with  all  the  kindness  and  affection 
of  a  genuine  Christian,  encouraged  him 
to  press  on  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  as- 
suring him  of  his  support  and  protection, 
and  concluded  by  saying  something  like 
this  :  "  You  must  expect  trials  in  your 
work  :  Every  man  who  opposes  errors 
will  have  trials  ;  but  if  you  should  be  so 
happy  as  to  bring  one  Tartar  to  the  faith 
of  Christ,  you  will  be  well  repaid  for 
all  your  toil." 

Was  not  this  delightful,  from  an  Em- 
peror, and  the  Emperor  of  such  amaziug 
dominion":  a?  Russia !    I  always  feel 
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much  pleasure  in  praying  for  this  good 
Emperor — he  does  indeed  let  his  light 
shine.  May  the  Lord  long  spare  him, 
for  in  his  days  the  righteous  flourish — 
and  many  tribes  will  call  him  blessed. 
Believe  me,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  your 
grateful  and  most  obedient 

Richard  Knill. 


SIBERIA. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Rahmn  to  Mr.  Knill, 
St.  Petersburg. 
The  Derbet  Horde,  in  the  Tonguta- 
gasar,  June  the  30th  N.  S.  1821. 
Dearly  beloved  Brother, 

In  the  midst  of  a  gloomy  wilderness, 
surrounded  by  pagan  misery,  I  had  the 
inexpressible  pleasure  this  morning  to 
receive  the  Chronicle  for  May  and  June, 
accompanied  by  your  letter  of  the  1st 
inst.  Glory  to  our  God  and  to  the  Lamb, 
for  the  new  prospects  which  are  open- 
ing to  our  views,  to  see  the  kingdoms 
of  this  world  one  day  become  our  God's 
and  His  Christ's.  The  news  from  Mada- 
gascar and  the  Sandwich  islands  were 
to  my  soul  like  a  copious  shower  of 
rain  on  a  thirsty  land ;  they  show  us 
■what  the  Lord  can  do.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  must  adopt  the  language  of  our 
dear  China  Missionary,  "  Unless  \he 
Lord  build  the  house,  the  workmen  la- 
bour in  vain."  May  you  be  a  true  pro- 
phet about  our  dry  Steppe  !  Dear  bro- 
ther !  I  am  happy  in  my  soul  beyond  all 
description,  and  would  not  change  my 
present  situation  as  a  Missionary  actu- 
ally engaged  in  the  work,  for  an  impe- 
rial diadem.   At  present,  it  is  true,  here 


is  but  little  or  no  prospect ;  all  seems  to 
be  hard,  dry,  and  obstinate  ;  but  every 
time  I  turn  my  attention  to  the  great 
Gospel  promises  contained  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testament,  I  consider  the 
Steppe  nomades  already  conquered.  I 
hope  that  even  some  of  the  hardest  and 
now  most  bitter  adversaries  shall  come 
one  future  day,  and  shedding  tears  of 
shame  and  thankfulness  and  love  at  the 
feet  of  our  glorious  Saviour,  praise  and 
glorify  Him,  who  bought  them  with  his 
blood,  and  conquered  their  hearts  by 
His  omnipotent  grace.  In  this  view, 
looking  upon  my  rude  Calmucs,  and  by 
faith  anticipating  this  period,  I  love  them 
for  Jesus'  sake,  although  many  among 
them  despise  me,  yea,  scorn  and  laugh 
at  me  for  the  Gospel's  sake. 

Dearly  beloved  brother !  and  ye  all 
my  dear  brethren  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
who  are  in  Petersburgh  !  although  I  am 
unknown  to  you  after  the  face,  still,  be- 
cause by  one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized 
into  one  body,  and  have  been  all  made 
to  drink  into  one  Spirit,  and  so  have  one 
great  common  interest :  pray  for  your 
absent  brother,  and  for  the  poor  be- 
nighted heathen,  now  for  so  many  ages 
fettered  with  the  chains  of  superstition, 
sin,  and  folly  !  Pray  that  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  speak  the  Gospel  boldly  and 
without  hindrance,  and  that  the  hearts 
of  the  people  may  be  opened  to  attend 
unto  the  things  which  are  spoken  to 
them.  May  the  Lord  enable  us  to  pray 
without  ceasing  ;  and  so,  at  a  throne  of 
grace  receive  that  strength  and  support 
which  no  where  else  is  to  be  got ! 

Your  most  affectionate  brother, 

Cornelius  Rahmn. 


OBITUARY. 

From  the  Boston  Missionary  Herald. 

Departed  this  life,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Newell,  Missionary  at  Bombay,  of  the 
cholera  morbus,  after  an  illness  of  only 
twelve  hours.  This  sorrowful  event 
took  place  on  the  30th  of  May.  No 
other  particulars  were  communicated  to 
Mr.  Bardwell. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Newell  will  be  felt 
very  tenderly  by  many  friends  of  mis- 
sions, in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  was 
one  of  the  first,  who  offered  themselves, 
for  the  service  of  Christ  among  the 


heathen.  Soon  after  the  Board  of  Fo- 
reign Missions  was  formed,  he  was 
received  as  a  Missionary,  and,  after 
various  preparatory  studies,  embarked 
for  the  east  in  Feb.  1812.  Not  being 
permitted  to  stay  in  Bengal,  he  took 
passage  for  the  Isle  of  France,  where 
his  beloved  wife  expired  in  Nov.  of  the 
same  year.  He  afterwards  spent  some 
time  in  Ceylon,  and  prepared  the  way 
for  the  American  Mission  there.  After 
the  Missionaries  become  established 
at  Bombay,  he  joined  them,  and  there 
remained,  as  a  faithful  labourer,  till 
summoned  away  from  this  world  of  sin 
and  toil. 
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CONT  RIBUTIONS  TO  THE  UNITED 
During  the  Month 


From  the  Florida  (Orange  county)  Auxi- 
liary Missionary  Society, "by  VVni.  Smith, 
trea'surer, 

Collection,  at  the  Monthly  Concert  of 
Prayer,  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Church 
in  Cedar-street,  N  Y.  by  Mr.  Blake, 

From  the  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society 
at  Saugerties,  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  belong- 
ing to  the  Dutch  Congregation  in  that  town, 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Bar  wick, 

From  an  anonymous  Correspondent  in 
Saratoga  county,  N.  Y  to  be  applied  to  the 
education  of  heathen  children,  by  the  Itev. 
Dr.  Milledoler, 

From  E.  Nexen,  jun.and  Mrs.  Desprangh, 
superintendents  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Sunday  Schools  in  Garden-street,  New- 
York  —being  the  amount  of  contributions 
received  in  a  Missionary  Box,  kept  in  said 
schools, 

From  a  young  Lady  of  Charleton,  Sara- 
toga county,  N.  Y.  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  W. 
Piatt, 

From  another  young  Lady  of  the  same 
place,  by  do. 
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D.  C. 

Collection  at  the  United  Presbyterian 
Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  in  Baltimore,  by 
tbe  Rev  Mr.  Nevins,    "  31  60 

From  the  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society, 
of  Hemstead,  Rockland  county,  N.  Y.  by 
Amzi  Coe,  treasurer,  3 

From  the  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society 
of  Newville,  Penn.  by  Alexander  Glenn, 
treasurer,  22 

Collection  at  the  United  Presbyterian 
Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer,  in  Baltimore, 
by  the  Rev  Mr.  Nevins,  2D  42 

From  the  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society  at 
Lancaster,  Penn.  by  Wm.  Kirkpatrick,  Esq. 
treasurer,  63  50 

From  the  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society  at 
West-Town,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.  by  E.  G. 
(j  ridley,  treasurer,  1 2 

From  the  Lamington  Auxiliary  Missiona- 
ry Society,  accompanied  with  a  bag ot  cloth- 
ing valued  at  42  dollars  exclusive  of  the 
making,  by  Cornelius  Vauderbeck,  treasu- 
rer, through  the  Rev.  Dr.  M'Dowell,  ]~ 

Dolls.  261  3-:> 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
During  the  Month 

D.  c. 

To  constitute  Ministers  Members  for  Life. 

Rev.  Calvin  Yale,  of  Charlotte,  Vt.  by  the 
ladies  of  his  congregation,  30 

Rev.  Walter  Smith,  of  Cornwall,  Conn, 
by  the  ladies  of  his  congregation,  30 

Rev.  Alexander  Denoon,  of  Caledonia,  N. 
Y.  by  the  Caledonia  Female  Bible  Society,  30 

Kev.  Wm.  MAuley,  of  the  Reformed 
Scotch  Church,  Kortright,  N.  Y.  by  the 
Ladies'  Cent  Society  of  that  place,  30 

Donations  from  Auxiliary  Bible  Societies. 
Cortland  Co.  Female  Bible  Society,  N-  Y.    21  24 
Caledonia  Female  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.        25  94 
Caledonia  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.  40 
Schenectady  Female  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.  50 
Vermont  Bible  Society,  300 
tireen  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.  93  75 

Wm.  and  Mary  and  St.  Andrew's  Parishes 

Bible  Society,  Ind.  50 
Georgetown  Female  Bible  Society,  D.  Col.  30 
New-London  County  Bible  Society,  Conn.  242 
Lynchburgh  Bible  Society,  Va.  110 

Remittances  for  Bibles,  fyc.  from  Auxiliary 
Bible  Societies. 
Cortland  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.         133  84 
Ulster  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.  106  86 

Caledonia  Female  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.  5  6 

Middlesex  County  Bible  Society,  Conn.        43  29 
Middletown  Female  Bible  Association,  N.J.  10 
Rockland  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y.        57  5 
New  London  County  Bible  Society,  Conn.  150 
New-London  Marine  Bible  Society,  Conn.  6 
New-York  Bible  Society,  365  75 

Vermont  Bible  Society,  300 
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Hunterdon  County  Bible  Society,  N  J. 
Cortland  Co.  Female  Bible  Society,  N.  Y 
Caledonia  Bible  Society,  N.  Y. 
Georgetown  Female  Bible  Society,  D.  Col 
Schenectady  Female  Bible  Society,  N.  Y. 
Sussex  County  Bible  Society,  Del. 
Georgetown  Bible  Society,  D.  Col. 
Ontario  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y. 
Lebanon  Female  Bible  Society,  Ohio, 
Fishkiil  Bible  Society,  N  Y. 
Green  County  Bible  Society,  N.  Y. 
New-Hampshire  Bible  Society, 

From  a  Society  not  auxiliary,  for  Bibles. 
Falmouth  Bible  and  Miss.  Society,  Mass.       17  1 C 

From  Individuals. 
Alexander  Bachop,  of  Argyle,  N.  Y.  annual 

subscription,  S 
Godfrey  Haines,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.  ditto,  3 
Hon.  Wm.  Jay,  of  Bedford,  N.  Y.  a  donation,  10 
Gershom  Williams,  of  Bethany,  Pa.  ditto,  4 
Issues  from  the  Depository  of  the  American  Bib'r. 
Society,  in  November. 

Bibles,  2579 

New  Testaments,  2326 

Indian  Gospels  and 
Epistles,  12 


Total, 
Deposited 


4917— Value,  riolis.  3102  58 
the  Biblical  Library. 


The  Holy  Bible,  in  Latin,  Old  Testament  and 
Apoclirypha,  by  Tremellius  and  Junius,  New  Tes- 
tament," by  Beza,  duod.  Amsterdam,  1623,  present- 
ed by  E.  B.  Clayton,  of  New-York. 


A  Teacher  Wanted. — The  Managers  of  the  United  Foreign  Missionary  Socitiy 
are  under  an  engagement  to  send  a  School  Teacher,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the 
Seneca  Tribe  on  the  Tonewanta  Reservation,  situated  near  the  village  of  Ba" 
tavia,  in  the  western  part  of  this  state.  The  Teacher  must  be  in  communion  With 
some  Christian  Church,  and  mu«t  furnish  good  recommendations.  Apply  to  Mr 
Z  T/ewi0.  New- York 


